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221-222 ; ONRUBIA PINTADO (J.), Les rclations cntrc les iles Canaries et I’ Afrique du
Nord...,p.8;
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MAUNY(R.), Les siécles obscurs de I'Afirique noire. Histoire et archéologie, Paris 1971,
pp. 85-91 ; LUQUET (A.), Note sur la navigation ..., pp. 301-302.
? . HESIODE, Théogonie, Texte établi et traduit par P. Mazon, Paris 1964, v. 20 ; 130-134;
242 ;265 ; RAMIN (J.), Mythologie et géographie, Paris 1979, p.17 ; OVIDE, Les
Métamorphoses, 1, Ch. 1:
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i HOMERE, /LIADE, XIV, 201-202; Traduit et présenté par M. Mcunier, Paris 1972 :
dgal (Téthys ) oulast s et o dasmal) 55k 31 ddiall ia S5 osldl ) a3 )f 1] 1 ()2
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* . HOMERE, /LIADE, XIV, 245-246 : ‘ »
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Géographie d’Aboulféda ; Traduite de I’arabe en frangais ct accompagnée de notes et
d’éclaircisscments par M. Reinaud ; t. II, 1 partie, Paris 1848, p. 23, n.3.
- HOMERE, ODYSSEE, XlI, 1-2 : « Quand nous avons quitté l¢ cours de I’Océan
(stavoc) nous voguons sur la mer (Borazra) (...)».
- VIRGILE, Les Géorgiques, IV, 380 ; Traduction, chronologie, introduction et notes par
M. Rat, Paris 1967 ;
RAMIN ), Mythologze et géographie, Paris 1979, pp. 17-26.
- PAULIAN (A.), Le théme littéraire dc 1I’Océan, Caesarodunum n° 10, Actes du
Colloque « Du Leman a l’Océan », Tours 1975, pp. 53-58.
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MANILIUS, Astronomiques, Paris 1843.
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t. AVIENUS, Description de I’Univers. Les régions maritimes, Paris 1843, p.11.
Aad g Y " eal¥I g ¢ ka1 5 el g oo Al iy a3 )2 Y olaw Sl
el "5 0Y1 Ja" 3 (Buripide) S sf sbas s  paalls agusiil o) shoc (NSung L S0
GATTEFOSSE (J.), L’ Atlantide et Ic Tritonis Occidental, Bulletin de la Société de
Préhistoire du Maroc, 6¢ année, n® 2, 2° sem., 1932, pp.53-139.
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2. AVIENUS, Oree Maritime, pp. 127-129 :
aaf e le 0sShas oly) Latda | hases Siay jadld flgd aa W Aggle 2a Coadl U O saall (e L) 1) (L0
ok pall ol s alaa o sl lads 2y | Rshadl adal 4 2Ll Aot 1R ad) 13 gl aiiu M
Lag Lol a5l o Shan U i) (S g Ablia (8 s (355K hgasll K5 30l je3 adl 138 o asiyy
RCIPeS FPLEEIRL PR NEON g pRIT )
o sk A0S 138 5 (il gy gl ms € dn ) 4t sl el Uiy Afadia o pala ol 3 ) il
ey La e tal) g pa ¥ Y (555 O Jib Sl sl sl re o e o) WY il 4d g5 Y AN dagaall jad)
ol el gl )5 Y laaed oyt pea B Sl dailadll 5 S0 e Ale rhas o g sad) 1 e S
58,00 dadiall jaal ) s i o 5N Caay Ll A Y jue Al et Y1 el (e 2eSaiall
* . AVIENUS, Oree Maritime, pp. 127-129.
* - PLUTARQUE, Vies, |, Thésée, I, 1.
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'- BERARD (V.), Les navigations d’Ulysse. 3 : Calypso et la Mer de I'Atlantide, o™ éd.,
Paris 1971, p.20:
Lﬂu-\l‘— a_)d‘ e A 4] QY‘_,A._)L_)U\\_JQMAH)QAPJJ\ odak g coaflandl ; Lo 130 \_\):A]!)a-l( )»
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- GSELL (8.). Connaissances géographiques des Grecs sur les ctes africaines de 1'Océan;
Mémorial H. Basset, Paris 1928, pp. 293-312.
" - STRABON, XVII, 3.2.
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- FABRE (P.), Les Grecs a la découverte de I’ Atlantique, R E.4., XCIV, 1992, n° 1-2,
pp.11-21.
- THOUVENOT (R.), La c6te océanique du Maroc, ce qu’en ont connu les Anciens,
Bulletin de I'Enseignement public, 38° Année, n° 215,4° Trimestre 1951, pp.38-48.
" - BROCHE (G.-E), Pythéas le Massaliote. Découvreur de I’Extréme Occident et du Nord
de I’Europe (IV° S. av. J.-C.), Paris 1935.
o M asiadl o laia illeY) asiall Jalis el e gall liue e i 21 58 5 «Euthyménés oo -*
s.uﬂ_x_" [KFS 4.L\.1=u\_,.\a\_)c Ja_)c J;L...i_, J_“A.‘ el l.c_uu_“_, )d_l\u.ll_)s(u,_,.m_),;._x_“d.l\,_l.a_,
) P gall adi et S g (i) 5 o) jand) L) 5 im0 S5 g2
GSELL (St.), Hérodote, Alger 1915, p. 210: CARY (M.) et WARMINGTON (E.-H.), Les
Exploraicurs de D' Antiquité. Paris 1932, pp. 31-61 : 69,

* - THOUVENOT (R.). La cote occanique du Maroc, ...pp. 38- 48.
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- DESANGES (J.), Recherches sur I'activité des Méditerranéens aux confins de I'Afrique,
Ecolc Fran¢aise de Rome, 1978, pp. 39- 40 ; 83.
- MAUNY (R.), Les navigations médiévales sur les cdtes saharicnnes antérieures a la
découverte portugaise (1443), Lisbonne 1960, pp. 29-30.
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* - HERODOTE, 1V, 42.
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MAUNY (R.), Les siécles obscurs de I'Afrigue noire, pp.91-93 ; AUJAC (G.), La
Géographie dans le Monde antique, Paris 1975, p.9 ; MOLLAT (M.) ct DESANGES (J.),
Les routes millénaires, pp. 67-68.
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MONTET (P.), La vie quotidienne en Egypte au temps de Ramsés, Paris 1946, pp. 244-255.
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PICARD (G.-Ch. et C.), Vie et mort de Carthage, Paris 1970, p. 93 ; SENAC (R.), Le

périple africain par la flotte dc Néchao, La Revue Maritime, n°® 241, mars 1967, pp- 281-
293,
.- HERODOTE. IV, 42.

- CHARLES-PICARD (G. et C.), La vie quotidienne a Carthage au temps d’Hannibal
(Ille S. av. J.-C.), 2¢ ¢éd. Paris 1982, p. 227.
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BROSSARD (Contre- amiral R. de), Histoire maritime du monde, t. 1, Paris, 1974, pp. 49-
50.

'- HERODOTE, 1V, 43.

2. PICARD (G.-Ch. et C.), Vie et mort de Carthage, p. 93 ; MAUNY (R.), Les siécles
obscurs de I’Afrique noire, pp. 93-95 ; COLIN (F.), Le récit de Sataspcs s'inspire-t-il de
sources égyptiennes ? ZPE, LXXXII, 1990, pp. 287-296.

" - DESANGES (1.), Recherches ... pp. 29-33.

- HERODOTE, 1V, 196.

° - MAUNY (R.), Les siécles obscurs de I'Afrique noire, p. 82.
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Hérakleés au détroit de Gibraltar : Mythes et réalités géo-
historiques

Mohcine Cheddad

A travers une série des récils légendaires faisant référence aux
premiers épisodes de I'Histoire de la région du détroit de Gibraltar, notre
approchc visc a étudicr un dossier comportant plusicurs niveaux
d’explications. Certcs, le rapport entrc la mythologie ct les événements
historiques pose un problémc délicat, voir mémc parfois insoluble. Nous
notons quc méme quelques-uns des auteurs anciens ne dissimulaicnt pas
leur méfiance & ’égard des légendes allant au-dela dc I’imaginaire’. Bien
que nous parlageons ce mémc avis, nous sommcs convaincus que les
mythes scrvent a éclaircir micux la pensée des Anciens, & nous faire
comprendre le rapport de force entre les divers protagonistcs et surtout a
poursuivre lec processus d’acculturation des sociétés indigénes. En effet, il
cst Iégitime de sc demander pourquoi cette contréc aux confins du monde
antique rcprésentait-clle un cspace propice a la diffusion des récits
mythiques et & I’implantation de ce genre d’écrits ? La plupart de ces récits
sont d’origine grccque, contcnant parfois des éléments qui provicnnent
certainement des traditions sémitcs et localcs. Reconstruire les étapes
obscurcs du passé lointain de ccttc région nécessite I’apport ct la
complémentarité de plusieurs disciplines, compris celle dc la mythologie”.

Nous nous contentons ici d’cxaminer surtout les textes relatifs aux
exploits que le héros grec Héraklés accomplit dans la région du détroit de
Gibraltar. 11 serait aussi instructif de les compléter par I’¢tude des picces

! Ceute constatation se véritic par exemplc 2 travers les témoignages de MACROBE, Les Saturnales, V,
XXI, 19 : aprés avoir relaté un curicux récit, il conclut “*... que lout cela me parait plus voisin de la
légende que de I"histoire’” et de PLINE L”ANCIEN, Histoire Natwrelle, V. 31 : aprés avoir localisé lc
mythe des Hespérides & deux cndroits différents -au Maroc ct en Libye-, ["auteur ajoute que “les
fables de la Grece sont vagabondes™.

" Parmi les études concernant cc théme, nous signalons :

- C. BONNET-TZAVELLAS, Melgart. Cultes et mythes de |'Tléraclés tyrien en Méditerranée, « Studia
Phoenicia », VIII, 198%.

- C. JOURDAIN- ANNEQUIN. Héraclés en Occident. Mythe e histoire, « Dialogues d'Histoire
Ancicnne’, 8, 1982, pp. 227- 282.

- .. {{éraclés aux portes du soir. Mythe er histoire, Aunales litt€raires de I’Université de Besangon,
n® 402. Lcs Belles Lettres, Paris. 1989,

- L. Lacroix. Fléraclés. héros vovageur ef civilisateur, « Bulletin de la classe des letires et scicnces
morales ¢t politiques de I'académie royale de Belgique ». 60. 1974 pp. 34- 59.
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d’art telle la statuette découvertc a Lixus représentant le combat entre
Heéraklés ct Antée’, les gravurcs monétaires, .

Les mythographes grecs évoquent I’existence vers neuf mille ans
avant J.-C. d’une ile appelée « Atlant1dc » que 1’on situe prés des Colonncs
d’Héraklés. Sclon le récit de Platon®, elle était plus grandc que la Libye et
I’ Asic réunies; le pouvoir trés puissant de ses rois s’étendait sur un vasie
territoire de I’Europe et de la Libye. L’auteur ajoute que cette ile a disparu
suite & de forts effondrements, tremblements dc terre et inondations”. Le
récit suscite naturcllement 1’étonnement a tel point que plusicurs modernes
le considérent comme une pure fiction. Mais, nous présumons que la
disparition de cette ilc pourrait €tre une eprICdtIOIl mythologique de
I’apparition du détroit séparant les deux continents®. A cet égard, nous ne
devons pas écarter la conception géographique des Anciens quant a la
répartition des trois vieux continents et ses répercussions dans I’¢laboration
de ce mythe. L’expression « Atlantide » pourrait ainsi englober un cspace
géographique s’¢tendant sur une grande partie de la péninsule Ibérique et du
nord-ouest dc I’Afrique. Un autrc passagc d’Aristote pourrait aussi
confirmer ’existence de cette ile mystcrleuse si I’on veut bien supposer une
relation entre la région decs Colonncs et ’Inde’.

Pour d’autres auteurs, *“... c’est Héraklés cn personne qui a séparé les
monts formant jadis unc chaine continuc, et qu’ainsi 1’Océan, arrété
auparavant par la masse montagneusc, a eu acces aux terres qu’il submerge
maintcnant’’”. La place du héros grec dans les {ables intéressant ces parages

3 Nous citons un dernier article en rapport avec cc théme :
- A. BaLlL, "Hercules y Anteo’ vy “Teseo y Minautauro’ en dos bronces de Lixus, in 1 Congreso
lnlcmacmnal del Estrecho de Gibraltar (Ceuta, 1987), Madrid, 1989, pp. 865- 876.

PL-\I()\ Timée, 24- ¢ 25 et Critias, 108 c.

A propos de cette ile, on peut consulter :
- A. ROUSSEAU- LIESSENS, Les Clonnes d’Hercule et I'dtlantide, Bruxelles, 1956.
- A. GARCIA y BELLIDO, La Atldntida, « Atlantida », 1, 1963, pp. 461- 475.
- A. SCHULTEN, Tartessos, Coleccion Austral, n® 1471, Espasa- Calpe, Madrid, 1971 (cn particulier,
cap. X ‘La Atlantida’, p. 159- 183).
- L. Garcia IGLESIAS, Deshespanizando un mito: la autoctonia de los Atenienses y el relato de la
Atldnfida, « Historia Antigua », IV, 1974, pp. 7- 24.
- F. (5. BURGUALETA Mizo, El mito de la Atlantida y el Estrecho de Gibraltar, in 1 Congreso
Internacional del Estrecho de Gibraltar (Ceuta, 1987), Madrid, 1989, PP 643- 632,
-J. L Prano. L'invasion de la Méditerranée par les peuples de I'Océan, XIII© siécle avant J.- C. Une
rééeriture de Ihistoire anfique. Edition 1'Harmattan, Pards, 1994. L'auteur utilisc lc mythe de
I"Atlantide comme argument favorable & son hypothése taisant des régions océaniques 1’ origine de
certams peuples qui ont envahi une grande partie de la Méditerranée.

" L'apparition du déuoit s’est cticctuée suivant deux étapes dont la derniére remonte 4 1'époque
pliocéne.
" ARISTOTE, De Caelo, 1I, 14. Nous devons supposer que ce continent disparu se trouvait entre le
detrml de Gibraltar et les Indes. trés proches dans la conception géographique d”Aristote.

T Pomrontus MeLa, Chorographie, 1. 5, 27.
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est particulicre. Ses exploits, sur la rive marocainc comme sur celle de la
cote riveraine lui ont valu que son souvenir se perpétuc en associant son
nom au détroit pendant toutc I’Antiquité. En effet, ’appellation grecque
« Colonnes d’Héraklés » désigne les deux monts dominant I’entréc de ce
bras dc mer pour les navigateurs venant dc I’est: Calpe (le rocher de
Gibraltar) sur la rive septentrionale et Abila (Ic mont jbel Mouga) sur la rive
méridionale’. L’historiographie classique consacre plusicurs récits a I’éloge
de ce héros qui symbolisc la puissance ct I’éncrgie. Selon Isocratcs :
« Aprés ces exploits, il (Hérakl¢s) établit les colonnes, trophéc élevé sur les
Barbares, souvenir de ses vertus ct des dangers qu’il avait courus, limitc fixé
au territoire grec »'°

Au demcurant, nous savons que cetle cxpression n’est qu’une
compilation du tcrme phénicien « Colonnes dc Melqart » (Melqart est le
dieu supréme de Tyr, il cst aussi le patron des longs voyages maritimes ¢t le
garant du bon déroulement des transactions commecrciales) et qu’elle traduit
I’habileté des auteurs grecs a cnsevcelir la primauté et la suprématie des
phéniciens dont les activités cn Extréme Occident dc la Méditerranée étaient
florissantes au moins depuls le IX® siécle avant J.-C'!. Cettc appcllation
scrvant a indiquer aux anciens marins un changement radical des conditions
de navigation, confirme la pérennité dcs rapports cntre les deux cotes du
détroit et symbolise ['unité géographique dc la région. L’échec des
cntreprises commerciales grecques -ou au moins leur faible préscnce- dans
Ics régions aux limites du monde connu cst compensée par la célébrité
inégalable dc leur héros Hérakles, (ils du dicu souvcerain Zeus.

Nous trouvons 1’écho de ces travaux héroiques -avec quclques
variantes- chez certains autcurs arabes comme Al Edrisi: « ... les choses
lecurs demcurérent ainsi jusqu’a 1’époque ou Alexandre pénétra dans
’Espagnc et apprit des habitants qu’ils étaient cn gucrre continuelle avec
ccux de Sous. Ce prince fit venir des ingénieurs et des mineurs et leur
indiqua le lieu ou est actuellement le Détroit, mais dont le terrain était scc a
cctie époque ... »'%. L’absence de toute précision chronologique refléte

’ A 1 Antiquité comme 2 nos jours encore, les avis sont partagés a propos de 'identification. de la
localisation et de la signification de ces Colonnes, cf. :
- A. CUEDDAD, Sur les traces des Colonnes d’FHereule, « Al Masbahia », Revue de la Faculté des
Lett.res et des Sciences Humaines, Sais- Fés, n® 3, 1999, pp. 12- 29.
’ 1SOCRATES, Pilippe (V), 112; cf. aussi DIODORE DF SICILE, Géographie historique, IV, 18, 2 et ss.
Outre les preuves archéologiques confirmant ce fait sur les deux rives du détroit, nous citons un
lexte de STRABON (Géographie, 2. 14) : **D’autre part, jc le répéte, ceux qui révélérent |’existence de
ces contrées, ce sont les Phéniciens. s s’emparérent de la meilleure partie de 1'Toérie et de la Libye
avant I’époque d"Homeére et demeurérent les maitres de ces pays jusqu’a ce que lcs Romains ruinent
leur hégémonic®’.
2 LEprisi, Description de 'Afiique et de I'Espagne, trad. Par R. Dozy et M. J. de Gocje, E. J. Brill.
Leiden, 1968, p. 198.
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I’ancienneté des relations entre les populations des deux cbtes riveraines.
Les témoignages matéricls prouvent que ces rapports remontent a I’époque
paléolithique et qu’ils se sont intensifiés considérablement durant le
néolithique'®. D’autre part, quelques Modernes croient qu’au cours des
époqucs glaciaires, la traversée du détroit s’cffectuait a pieds ou a travers
des moyens rudimentaires'®.

Suivant la légende la plus courante, le voyage d’Hérakles vers
IPExtréme Occident s’intégre dans le cadre de la réalisation des douze
travaux qu’Eurysthée'® lui a imposé. Dans cette région inexplorée encore
par les Grecs, Hérakleés devait accomplir son dixiéme travail qui est la
capture des beeufs de Gerion a ’ile d’Erythie, mission qui sera suivie par un
autre exploit qui est la prise des pommes d’or au jardin des Hespérides. Pour
la traversée du désert et un ‘fleuve Océan’, ce héros ‘mi humain — nu dieu’ a
eu ['honneur d’cmprunter le chariot d’or d’Hélios!® auquel fait
probablement allusion le texte de Macrobe'”.

Le plus ancien récit relatif au séjour d’Héraklés au sud de I’Espagne
est cclui d’Hésiode (IX® — VIII® si¢cle avant J. -C.), il mentionne le triomphe
de ce héros cxceptionnel sur le bouvier Gerion ct ’cnlévement dc ses
troupeaux'®, Cet cxploit débute par I’élimination du berger Eurytion et de
son chien Orthos. Plusieurs auteurs (Stésichore d’Himére, Hérodote, ...)
s’accordent pour localiser ce mythe auprés de I’ile Erytheia qui formait a
cdté de Kotinoussa et Antipolis ’ancicn archipel gaditain. Le portrait de

¥ Nous citons deux articles :

- G. SOUVILLE, Réflexions sur les relations entre I'Afrique et la péninsule Ibérique aux temps
préhistoriques et protohistorigues, in Homenaje al Prof. Martin Almagro Basch, 1, Madrid, 1983, pp.
407- 415.

- E. GozanLis CraVIOTO, Influencias de Andalucia en la cerdamica neolitica de Marruecos, in Actas
del I Congreso dc Historia de Andalucia, 1, Cordoba, 1983, pp. 63- 66.

¥ G. b FRUTOS Ruvis, Relaciones norte de Afvica - sur de Hispania desde el siglo VIII a. C. hasta
las guerras punicas, in T Jornadas de Historia dc Céadiz, Publicacioncs de la Caja dc Ahorros de
Cédiz, 1984, pp. 115- 123.

" Eurysthée est Ic tavori de la décsse Héra (sccur et épousc du dieu Zeus) qui a fait précipité sa
naissance afin qu’il obtient, au détriment d’Hérakigs, les priviléges que Zeus a promis pour le futur
petit lils de Persée. Conscient de 1’ascendance divine d’Hérakleés, Eurysthée lui commande de réaliser
les douze travaux. Cf.

- J. ScuMmiot, Dictionnaire de la mythologie grecque et romaine, Librairic Larousse, Paris, 1986, p.
123- 4,

Pour davantage dc détails sur ces exploits et une ample bibliographie, cf. :

- Dictionnaire des mythologies, A-J : sous la direction de Y. BONNEFOY, Flammarion, Paris, 1981, p.
492- 6.

' Le dicu incarnant lc solcil, il est aussi le serviteur de Zeus qui devrail chaque jour accomplir ‘une
Ic_ourse a travers les cieux’ (Dictionnaire de la myihologie ... Op. Cit.. p. 143-4)).

© MACROBE, Les Satwrnales, V. XXI, 19. L auteur rapporte qu”Héraklés réalisa son voyage maritime
vers Lrvihie ‘au moyen d’unc coupe’.

™ Hrsiove, Théogonie, 287 el ss. 983 et ss.



Gerion19 comme étant un monstre a trois tétes symbolise précisément cette
réalité géographique. Le réle de Cadix, I'une des premiéres fondations

héniciennes dans ces parages et ville importante durant I’époque romaine,
&ait déterminant dans P’invention de cc mythe et dans sa diffusion dans le
monde méditerranéen. A contrario, le savant allemand A. Schulten croit que
ce mythe était transporté en Occident par les Phocéens et qu’il identifie
Gerion avec le roi dc Tartessos Theron -cité par Macrobe- qui a voulu
sremparer du trésor du temple d’7Héraklés mais il fut miraculeusement
refoulé par les navircs gaditains®. Selon un autre récit de Justin®',
concernant des événements qui datent fort probablement du III° siécle avant
J. -C., on s’apercoit qu’unc intervention de Carthage s’est cffectuce dans le
but de défendre la ville de Cadix contre les attaques des peuples voisins. A
la lumiére de ce texte, Carthage semble étre trés préoccupée par la menace
d’autres puissances qui agissaient éventuellement de concert avec les
indigencs.

Il est a rappeler que la présence des Phocécns dans cette région était si
considérable au début du VI° siécle avant J. -C. Hérodotc nous informe que
les commergants phocéens se sont liés d’amitié avec le roi tartessien
Arganthanios (630 — 550 av. J. -C.) qui les a invité a s’établir définitivement
dans son pays’’. Ces rapports entre les éléments grecs ct les sociétés

' Ce monstre régnait sur I'flc Erythie et ‘possédait des becufs magnifiques ... Héraclés ... put
s’emparer ainsi du troupcau et s’embarquer pour la Sicilc avec son précicux butin’ (Dictionnaire de la
mythologie..., Op. Cit., p. 133).
Pour comparer les multiples conclusions ct interprétations, cf. :
- J. M. BLAZQUEZ, Gericn y otros mitos en Occidente, in Fenicios, Griegos y Cartagineses en
Occidente, Ediciones Catedra, Madrid, 1992, pp. 323- 348.
- D. PLACIDO, Realidades arcaicas de los viajes miticos a Occidente, « Gerién », 7, 1989, pp. 41- 51.
MACROBE, Les Saturnales, 1, 20, 12 : ‘Théron, roi de I’Espagne Citérieure, poussé par le désir
insensé de s’emparer du temple d’Hercule, équipa une (lotte. Les habitants de Gadés vinrent 4 sa
rencontre sur des vaisseaux de guerre. Le combal s’engagea et était encore indécis, quand, tout &
Coup, les vaisscaux du roi prirent la fuitc, et, en ménic temps, furent embrasés subitement de feux qui
lf:s consument. Un trés petit nombre d’ennemis survécut et fut fait prisonnier. lls déclarérent que des
lions leurs étaient apparus dressés sur la proue des vaisscaux gaditains, et que tout i coup leurs
ga;'ircs avaient ¢té briilés par des rayons semblables & ccux que I’on représentc autour de la téte du
oleil”.
u JUSTIN, 4brégé des histoires philippiques de Trogue Pompée, XLIV, 5, 1- 4 : ‘Aprés la chute des
royaumes d’Espagne, les Carthaginois firent la conquéte de ce pays. Les Gaditains, suivant 1’ordre
qu’ils avaient requ en songe, ayant transporté cn Espagne, de 1a ville de Tyr, d’ou les Carthaginois
aussi sont originaires, lc culte d’Hercule, y avaicnt fondé une ville. Jaloux de I’accroissement de cettc
nouvellc ville, les Espagnols du voisinage harcclaient les Gaditains. Les Carthaginois leur envoyérent
du sccours comme & des parents. Leur expédition fut heureuse :ils vengérent injustice faitc aux
Gaditains ct par une injustice encore plus grande ils anncxérent & leur empirc unc grande partie du
pays’. A propos de I'interprétation de ce texte, cf.
- L. A. Garcia MORENO, Justino 44, 4 y la historia interna de Tartessos. « Archivo Lspaiiol de
{}rqucologia » 52,1979, pp. 111- 130.
“* HERODOTE, Histoires, 1, 163.



indigéncs au sud de I’Espagnc sont également attestés par les découvertes
archéologiques”. Outre I’augmentation des échanges commerciaux, ces
rapports ont contribué ccrtainement a I’évolution de plusicurs centres
urbains. A ce propos, il importc aussi de mentionner un texte de Strabon
suivant lequel la ville de Calpe était fondée par Hérakles et *‘ qu’elle
s appelalt dans I’Antiquité Héraclée’***. Par ailleurs, nous connaissons que
sur la méme baie d’Algésiras sc trouve un établissent phénicien du VII®
si¢cle avant J. -C%.

Nous estimons que la légende de Gerion implique un contexte local
caractéris¢ par une civilisation agro-pastorale dont les influences culturelles
orientales commengaient a peine a s’y mtroduxrc Les personnagces
mythlques tels Habis, Gargoris et Arganthanios® traduisent une transition
socio-économique de la communauté locale vers unc organisation ¢étatique
basée sur un systeme monarchiquc en mesure de réaliser de considérables
gains grace a ses relations avec les négociants étrangers. Autrement, la mort
d’Héraklés en Espagne®’ pourrait signifier I’échee des entreprises grecques
dans ccs parages. La légende ajoute que des fractions composant son armée,
tels les Medes, les Perses ct Ics Arméniens ont traversé alors le détroit pour
aller s’installer en Afriquc.

Si on se fic au récit de Pline I’ Ancicn, les Perses (peuple qui formera
plus tard la tribu des Pharusii) faisaient partie du cortége accompagnant
Hérakles « dans sa coursc vers les Hespérides »2*. Bien que ses derniéres
nymphes®, aidées par un dragon® veillaient sur le Jardm des pommes d’or,

= P. Cabrera Bonet, El comercio loceo cn Huelva: cronologia y fisonomia, « Huelva Arqueoldgica »,
X - XL 3, 1988- 1989, pp. 41- 100.

* STRABON, Géographie, 11, 1, 7.

» M. PELLICER, L. MENANTEAU y P. ROUUILLARD, Para una metodologia de la localizacion de
colonias fenicias en las costas ibéricas: El Cerro del Prado, « Habis », 8, 1977, pp. 217- 251.

= = J. C. BERMEIO, La funcion real en la metodologia tartéssica. Gargoris, Habis y Aristeo,
«Habis », 9, 1978, pp. 215- 232.

- F. Gasco, Gargoris y Habis. La leyenda de los origines de Tartessos, , « Revista de Lstudios
Andaluces », 7, 1986, pp. 127- 146.

- F. JorRbA CERDA, Anotaciones marginales al mito de Gargoris y Habis, in Homenaje a J. M.

Blazquey, vol. 11, Ediciones Clasicas, Madrid, 1994, pp. 271-277.

- J. REMESAL, Gerion, Habis y Arganthanios. Le peuplement protohistorique d’'Andalousie,
« Cacsarodunum », 13, 1978, pp. 194- 204.
7 SALLUSTL, La guerre de Iugurtha, XVIII, 3 et ss.

PLINE L AJ\(u_\ Histoire Naturelle, V, 46. Nous citons aussi un récilt de POMPONIUS MELA
(Chorographie, 111, 103) suivant lequel *‘les Pharusiens, autrefois riches du temps de 1’expédition
d’Hercule chez les Hespérides' ™.
= Les Hespérides sont des filles de nuit ou des nymphes. Les pommes d’or sont le cadcau que la
déesse Gaia (qui personnitie la Terre) a offert 4 [Héra & 1'occasion de son mariage avee lc dicu Zeus.
Jalouse des intidélités de ce dernier, Héra se venge cn persécutant lcs enfants que le grand dieu
engendre en s’accouplant avec des mortclles et parmi lesquels ligure Héraklés (Dictionnaire de la
mythologie . ... Op. Cit., p. 155).

28
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Hérakles, avec la complicité du géant Atlas, parvint a s’emparer des fruits
magiques dont la signification la plus ralsonnable serait la grande valeur des
ressources naturelles de cette zone’'. Son succés sur le géant indigéne
Antée’” aprés un combat sanglant nous laisse présumer que ce domaine
géographique était hostile aux explorateurs grecs. La raison n’est peut-étre
autre que la suprématie de leurs rivaux phéniciens et leur mainmise sur ce
territoire.  Le récit de Plutarque rapporte que Sertorius, le gouverneur
romain en Espagne Citéricure, a pu fouiller vers I’an 79 avant J. -C. le
tombeau d’Antée et trouva « un corps long de soixante coudées. Il en fait
stupéfait et offrit un sacrifice, puis recouvrit de terre la dépouille. Il
contribua ainsi a accroitre le prestige et la rcnommée du géant », D’autres
auteurs signalent que Tanger et Lixus étaient fondées par ce méme héros
monstre qui avait un palais royal a Lixus®. A travers ces données, nous
pouvons aussi conclure que I’implantation des étrangers au Maroc s’cst
réalisée aprés une lutte acharnée avec les indigenes -organisés sous le
commandement d’un chef / prince- qui étaient trés attachés a leur territoire.
Par ailleurs, d’autres auteurs anciens situent les jardins des Hespérides en
Cyrénaique, ce qui impliquerait probablement que leur locahsatlon obéissait
aux étapes de I’expansion grecque en Méditerranée occidentale®

Nous trouvons dans un autre récit rapporté suivant les d1res des gens
de Tanger que de I’union de Tingée -I’épouse du défunt Antée- et Héraklés
naquit Sophax qui devint roi du pays et donna le nom de sa mere a la plus
célébre des villes du détroit de Gibraltar. Ensuite, poursuit le méme récit,
Diodore -le fils de Sophax- réussit a soumettre plusieurs peuples libyens en
S appuyant sur « une armée grecquc d’Olbiens et de Mycéniens établis dans
cette région par Héraklés »*>. Quoique I’authenticité de ces récits soit

* Pour PLINE L’ANCIEN (Histoire Naturelle, V, 3), le dragon n’est en elfel qu’une représentation

alleoonque aux sinuosités du fleuve qui s’achemine tout prés de Lixus.

S. RIBICHINI, Hercule d Lixus et le jardin des Hespérides, in Lixus. Actes du Collogue organisé par
’Institut des Sciences de 1’ Archéologie et du Patrimoine de Rabat (Larache, 1989), Ecole Frangaise
de Rome, 1992, pp. 131- 136. Voici I'une des conclusions de I'auteur : ‘le jardin des Hespérides
marque ainsi le passage de ’ambiguité originaire de 1’univers 4 la réalité du cosmos organisé par les
dicux et rendu habitable par les eftorts d’un héros qui est médiateur entrc naturc ct culture, qui
gizécouwe les routes, fonde les villes et les dynasties’ (p. 135).

Antée est le fils de Gaia et de Poséidon. Le secrct de son invincibilité cst son contact permanent
avec la terre, Héraklés le ‘souleva ... et de ses mains puissantes 1’étouffa’ (Dictionnaire de la

vrhologw . Op. Cit., p. 40).
= PLUTARQUL Vie de Sertorius, 9; [SIDORE DE SEVILLE, Efymologies, XV, 1, 74: POMPONIUS MELA,
( horoogr ‘aphie, 111, 106; STRABON, Géographie, XVII, 3. 8.

J. DFiMGl:s Pline 'Ancien, Histoire Naturelle, Livie V, 1- 46, Les Belles Lettres, Paris, 1980, p.
358 1 ... les mythes grees liés & I"Extréme-Occident se déplagaient selon la notion que les Grecs se
taisaient des confins du couchant’. Quant & POMPONIUS MELA (Chorographie. 1, 100), il situe les
tlcspérides dans des iles qui correspondent probablement aux flcs Canarics.

? PLUTARQUE, Vie de Sertorius, 8- 9.
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douteuse, il est permis de les situer a I’époque ot d’une part la confrontation
cntre Grecs et Sémites commengait a devenir de plus en plus farouche et
d’autrc part 4 I’époque ou les premicrs royaumes berbéres commengaient 3
sortir de leur phasc embryonnaire.

De ce panorama concernant I’univers magique des contes grecs, nous
apercevons que ni la notion du temps ni celle de I’espace ne contribuent de
fagon efficace a distinguer entre des faits réels et ceux qui appartiennent ay
domainc de la fiction. Hérodote qui a vécu au V° siécle avant J. -C. déclare
que les connaissances des Grecs a propos dcs régions occidentales étaient
encore modestes’®, Cela n’empéche pas de considérer que ces récits
fabuleux constituent le passage entre deux mondes diflérents, celui décrit
par les narrateurs et cclui vécu par la population indigéne. Nous devons
avoir a ’esprit que les légendes étaient le genre dominant de la pensée chez
les Grecs ct qu’elles reflétent les premicrs contacts grecs avec cette région
lointaine. Nous pouvons également croire quc ces mythes reprenncnt
plusieurs thémes appartenant aux traditions orientales ou celtes. De surcroit,
il n’y a point de doutec que I’intérét principal des exploratcurs venant du
bassin oriental de la Méditerrance consistait avant tout a mettre en valeur les
richesscs miniéres et les ressources naturclles qui ont fait la renommee dc la
région du Détroit pendant toute 1’Antiquité. C’est a cette méme périodc
qu’on assiste a la genése des premiéres dynasties locales, a la fondation de
plusieurs villes et & un changement profond dans les structures ¢conomiques
basées auparavant sur les exploitations agraires. L’historiographie classique
et les témoignages archéologiques confirment I’cxistence des premiers rois
maures  la fin du IV® ou le début du ITI° siécle avant J. -C*’. L’intervention
romaine dans les affaircs africaines et hispaniques dés ce dcrnicr siécle
constitue un tournant crucial qui a ralentit le progrés politique des sociétés
locales.

Les mythes interviennent en général pour donner des explications a
des phénomeénes naturelles qui surpassent la compréhension des Anciens ou
pour combler des lacunes de la documentation. De surcroit, les récits dont
nous avons mentionnés quelques-uns dénotent la conscience des historiens a
propos du conflit opposant Phéniciens et Carthaginois aux Grecs. Depuis le
VII® siécle avant J. -C., la région du détroit de Gibraltar faisait partic des
enjeux économiques des grandes puissances. La course vers Tartessos, ou I’
‘el dorado’ du monde antique poussait les concurrents a garder leurs routes

* Heropore, Histoires. 11L, 115.

CF. aussi : - S. GstLL. Connaissances géographiques des Grees sur les cotes africaines de I'Océan,
Librairie Orientalistc Paul Geuthner, Paris. 1928.

" F. DECREY / M. FANTAR, L'Afrique du Nord dans |'Antiquité. Des origines au Ve siécle, Payot,
Paris. 1981, p. 70 ct ss.
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stes et inventer un certain nombre de fables afin de dérouter les
secre 1is. C’est dans ce contexte conflictucl qu’on doit aussi situer les récits
em}finués de Pindare confirmant a plusieurs reprises 1’'impossibilité de
ﬁ(;icc}l]ir les Colonnes d’Héraklés par les marins grecs’a. . ’
Bien que la chronologie et les tribulations géographiques du héros
ec restent problématiques, nous croyons qL_l’elles ne présentent que peu
d’intérét par rapport aux diverses significations que noPs _a\{ons t1r‘e de
J’ensemble de cette épopée mythique. an_ somme, e?lle Eiecrlt a la fois un
paysage géographique uni, sombre et périlleux ainsi qu’une cpnﬁ'or\:tatlon
ermanente entre Phénico-puniques et les Grecs puis les ]E{c')mams qui nous
empéche de poursuivre le processus l}1§tonquc df:s. sociétés 'locales. Clest
vrai que les légendes n’ont ni patrie ni époque précisc, ma}s 1ls constituent
toutefois un appréciable outil pour la compréhension de la realité.

PINDARE, Néméennes, 11l 21-22: TV, 69; Olympiques, 1l 43- 44 : ‘Apres clles. la voie est
Tnaccessible aux hommes supéricurs aussi bicn qu’au vulgaire’
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Le quartier d'habitat maurétanien a Lixus

Mohammed Habibi

Les anciennes fouilles entreprises & Lixus dans les différents secteurs
de la ville ont mis jour un important ensemble architectural remontant §
I'époque pré-romaine. Elles n'ont malheureusement pas abouti a des
publications d'ensemble satisfaisantes, que I'on est en droit d'attendre. Bien
que l'accent ait été mis par M. Tarradell sur l'importance de ces vestiges,
pourtant en bon état de conscrvation, et témoins précieux d'une époque
encore mal connue de l'histore du Maroc, ccux-ci sont restés presque
inédits et n'ont bénéficié que de quelques descriptions succinctes().

Les mémes remarques & propos de données lacunaires et souvent
incertaines que comportent les publications s'appliquent aux vestiges
d’habitat maurétanien. Certaines fouilles inachevées ne permetient pas de
définir la fonction des vestiges mis au jour. Comme nous le verrons, les
incertitudes chronologiques en cc qui concerne les dates de construction et
de destruction des vestiges maurétaniens constituent le probléme majeur de
cette époque.

a- Les constructions pré-romaines au nord :

Dégagées par M. Tarradell en 1954 dans un sccteur particllement
fouillé, ces constructions sont situées dans le secteur Nord, au Nord du
marabout "Sidi Ahmed Ghazal", a I'angle N-E de la ville (fig. 1).

C’est un groupe de pieces de forme rectangulairc allongées de
direction Nord-sud. Les murs sont construits en pierres irréguliéres sans
mortier ¢t sont conscrvés en une élévation moyenne d'un metre. Ces
constructions ont été trop incomplétement fouillées pour interpréter leur
plan avec certitude. Il est cepandant possible que les picces apparticnnent a
deux maisons voisines fouillées partiellement de chaque c6t¢ du mur qui les
sépare.

La date de construction est dite "incertaine”(*) par son auteur.
Cependant, il la situe entre la fin du Illéme siécle et lc début du 11 éme
siecle avant J.-C. (°). Quand 2 la date de destruction, elle cst {ixée par M.
Tarradell au début du Ier siécle aprés J.-C. - sous Claude - ct matérialisée

- M. Tarradeli 1959a, p. 34-35:
- M. Tarradell 1959a, p. 34-35
* - [hid.

I
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ar la présence de la sigillée sud Gauloise dans un niveau de destruction
epresenlant des traces d' mcend1e( ).

b - Le quartier d'habitats a I'ouest

Situé au Nord du quartier des temples, et au nord ouest de la ville (fig.
1;pl 1 Il fut fouillé entre ’annéc 1948 et 1950 par M. Tarradell qui
commenga au Sud par dégager une villa romaine du IIéme siécle apres J.-
C. : la maison dc Mars et Rhéa . Au Nord du péristyle de la villa, 4 un
piveau plus bas, une ser1e de piéces de forme rectangulaire, antérieur 3 la
maison de Mars et Rhéa (®), ont é1é récupérées par celle-ci et exploitées, en
partic comme SOus- sol dc la maison. Trois de ces piéces, de forme
rectangulaire, ont ¢té converties en citernes ct dotées d'un revétement en
morticr dc tuileau. La fouille de cet ensemble architcctural s'est achevée au
Nord par la mise au jour d'une deuxi¢éme villa romaine qui s’y superpose : la
maison d'Ifélios.

Entrc les deux maisons d’époque romaine est situé I’ensemble
architecturale dont les murs, construits avec des moellons irréguliers et
assemblés par un mortier de chaux (%), sont encore conservés en élévation
(sur environ trois métres). Il est séparé en dcux parties par une ruelle qui
donne accés a I’cxtérieur de I’enceinte Quest de la ville par laquelle il est
limité a l'ouest, et par des boutiques qui donncnt sur une rue a ’est (pl.2 ).

Cet ensemble urbanistique pré-romain, “d’un état de conservation
unique au Maroc” (7) est resté presque inédit. De chronologie incertaine, il
n’a fait 'objet d’aucune description ct n’a ¢té que bri¢vement cité.

La démarche quc nous avons suivi de l'interprétation chronologique
est fondée sur I’étude et ’évolution des structurcs d'habitations et des sols
associés, tout en tenant compte, quand cela est possible, des acquis des
anciennes recherches et des nouvelles donnécs matériellcs.

_Aprés cxamen détaillé des structurcs de I’cnsemble des pigces situces
au nord de la maison de Mars et Rhéa, nous avons constaté deux états de
construction dont le deuxiéme, micux connu, comporte trois phases.

Etat]

Un premier état antérieur au quartier actuel qu a comme témoins deux
trongons de murs qui ont subsisté et qui apparaissent dans ccrtaines parties
du quartier. En effet, un mur large de 1,25m. Paralléle a I’cnceinte dite

- Ibid.
* - La maison de Mars et Rhéa doivent cette dénomination actuelle 4 la mosaique qui couvrait lc sol
d'une de ces piéces.

- Les murs dc I'ensemble étaicnt couverts d’un enduit stuqué et peint de motifs géométriques et
végétaux de couleur rouge vertc et jaune. Nous avons retrouvé plusieurs tragments en menus
Morccaux sur le sol: des traces de cet enduit restent encorc dans quelques parties des murs.

7~ M. Tarradell 1959, p. 65.
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« Héllénistique » se prolonge a fleur de sol dans la piéce P7 et continue sous
son mur au nord. Un deuxiéme mur est repéré dans la piéce 8 de la maison
M2 1l est secondaire par rapport au premier, large de 0,60 m. Ces deux
murs, nettement antérieurs au quartier dans son état actuel, trahissent une
occupation primitive, complétcment arasée, et dont il est difficile, sur la bas
des quelques données cxistantes, d’interpréter la fonction.

Etat I : (fig. 2 ; pl. 2)

Le deuxiémc état, faisant place au premier, est représenté par la
construction du quartier tel qu’il fut exhumé et comprend trois phases

Iére phase : La_galerie A :

C’est la phase initiale qui est indissociable dc la construction de
I’enceintc « Héllénistique » car elle forme avec elle un ensemble cohérent,
ceinturé a I’Ouest par cette cloture en forme de crochet (fig. 2 ; pl. 2).

Ccttc phase se limite & la construction d’un grand batiment
rectangulaire long de 40 m. et large de 12 m. Il est cloturé sur ces trois cotés
(longueur Ouest ct les deux largeurs Nord et sud) par la puissante muraille
en blocs taillés, régulicrement assemblés ct qui a ¢été baptisée “enceinte
Hellénistique” (*) (pl. 3 et 4).

L'aspect monumental de cette muraille composéc de grand blocs
soigneuscment taillés et ajustés a sec (pl. 3 et 4 ), Lui a valu d'étre identifiée
par Ch. Tissot comme €tant une partie de "l'enceinte phénicienne" de la ville
(). M. Tarradell, ayant cffectué un sondage au pied de cette muraille
confirme la datc de sa construction de la {in du Ile si¢cle ou du début du Ier
siécle avant J.-C. (*%).

Lc batiment A est & I’origine fermé par cette muraille sur toute la
longueur Ouest et présentes deux portes d'accés sur les deux cotés nord et
sud de la longueur est. Ces deux entrées ménent par un petit couloir
(vestibule) a un corridor C2 le long de la muraille & [’Ouest et sur lequel
donnent a I’est les portcs des trois pieces (P7, P8, P9). A droite de I’entrée
au nord, sont flanquées sur toute la largeur, deux piéces (P5, P6) qui
s'ouvrent sur le petit couloir et communiquent entre elles par une porte
aménag¢e dans leur mur de séparation. A gauche de ’entréc au sud au bout
du corridor C2, unc piéce P10 occupc toute la largeur du batiment (fig. 2).

C’est donc un batiment dont les accéss latéraux qui ménent au long
corridor C2 semblent étre congus pour faciliter la circulation & 1’intérieur
par un systhéme d’entréc-sortie dans les deux sens. Les piéces qui s'ouvrent
Ic long de ces passages, leur donnant I’aspcct d’unc galerie, nous aménent &

. Voirace sujel E. Lenoir 1986 et E. Lenoir, Lixus 1992.

¥ - Ch. Tissot 1878. p. 207; H. Dc La Martiniére, Notice swr le Maroc, fasc. tiré de La grande
encyclopédie, Paris. 1897, p; 39, tig. 2.

' M. Tarradell 1957, p. 197.

12



définir leur fonction comme étant des boutiques. Le monument aurait donc
une vocation commerciale. Sur la base de cetlte méme fonction il fut agrandi
comme nous Ic verrons dans sa deuxiéme phasc.

[1éme phase ({ig. 3)

C’cst la phase d’agrandissement du batiment et de restructuration du

uarticr d’habitat dans son ensemble et qui semble obéir 4 un aménagement
urbain de I’espace (axc d’organisation et de circulation) (pl. 4).

A cettc phase le batiment csi agrandi & I’Est et inclus dans ces
nouvclles constructions qui, avec lui, dessincent sur le plan presque un carré
(40m x 38m). Cellc cxtension a vu la construction d’une unité urbaine,
composée de dcux maisons au centre (fig. 3 : M1, M2) et, au Nord, d’un
corridor bordé & son coté nord de quatre boutiques (P1, P2, P3, P4) et d'une
4 son cOté Sud (P11). La partie Sud-Est de cet cnsemble a connu la
construction, au-dcssus, de la villa romaine dc “Mars et Rhéa” ct reste par
conséquent inconnue.

Cet 1ilot scmble rcpréscnter unc unit¢ urbanistiquc autonome dans le
quartier d’habitat, fcrmée par scs propres murs extcrnes. Celui du coté
Oucst, limite la ville sur le haut de la colline et il (ut congu dés le départ
comme un ouvrage défensif. La facadc a I’Est cst flanquée dans sa presque
totalité de boutiques qui s'ouvrent sur unc rue principale, de direction Nord-
Sud, qui se prolonge au Nord dans la direction de la porte Nord de Lixus et
limite & I’Est tout lc quartier d*habitat . Prés dc I’angle Nord-Est de I’ilot,
fut aménagg¢ la porte d’accés qui ouvrait dircctement sur la rue. Au Nord, cet
ensemble est séparé de I’autre bloc d’habitats par une rue sccondaire large
d’environ 3 m., perpendiculaire 4 la rue principale avec laquclic elle
communique a ’Est et ménc du cdté Ouest & une porte qui permet un acces
a la ville. La partic Sud-cst enscvelie sous la maison de "Mars ct Rhéa"
constitue actucllement la limite fouillée du quarticr d’habitat (fig. 4).
L’entrée de cet cnsemblc de construction cst marquée par un scuil &
Pextrémité nord de la fagade long de 1m 30, large de 0, 60m et qui ne
présente qu’une scule crapaudine pour le gond d’unc porte (fig. 4). Le
Niveau intérieur du sol est plus bas de 0,70 m. L’accés se fait donc par trois
marches d’escalier avant de pénétrer dans une longue galerie Est-Ouest G
(long. : 25, 5 m. larg. : 3 m.) qui méne a I’Ouest 4 la porte nord dc la galeric
A. Sur cette galerie G s’ouvrent cing boutiques de différentes dimensions :
quatre du coté Nord (P15 P2; P3; P4) ct une seule du c6té Sud P11. Sur ce
demier ¢oté a gauche de I’cntrée, s’ouvrent trois portes (larg. : | m.) d'accés
a une grande salle (6) légérement trapézoidale dc 8,60 m. x 4,50 m. x 4 m..
Elle communiquc a I’intérieur, par unc portc aménagée dans son mur sud,
avec la maison M1.
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d - La maison M1 (fig. 4):

La piéce (6) qui s’ouvre par trois portes sur la galcric G tout ep
communiquant avec la maison M1 par lintéricur, aurait scrvi aussi de
boutique qui serait gérée par les propri€taires de la maison. La maison est
d’un plan symétrique d’un axc Est-Ouest de forme rcctangulaire (12 m. x 9,
5 m.). Elle comprend au fond a I’Ouest unc salle (4) rcctangulaire dc 10 m,
x 5,5 m. allongée sur toute la largeur. Elle est ouverte a ’origine par une
seule porte au milicu de son mur est ct donne face 4 un cou101r (5) formé par
deux murs qui méne, sous forme d’une cage d’escalier (* h, vers la picce (2)
a ’est. Cette petite piéce rectangulaire de 1,8 m. x 4 m. dont les murs
conscrvent une hauteur de 1,70 m., ne présente aucunc porte d’accés ce qui
nous ameéne a définir sa fonction comme étant un entrepdt (grenier ou silo)
ouvert par le haut et auquel on accédait par le couloir (5) a 1’aide d’un
cscalicr ou d’une échelle. L’entrepdt a I'intérieur de la maison serait
probablement en relation avec la salle 6 qui serais unc boutique ct qui
communique avec la maison et s’ouvre cn méme temps sur la galerie G. De
part ct d’autre du couloir 5 dcux grandes pieces, (3) au Nord ct (1) au Sud,
communiquent entre elles par un passage laiss¢ entre la portc dc la salle 4 et
le couloir 5.

¢ - La maison M2 (fig. 4) :

De plan carré, la maison M2 est située a I’Ouest de M1 a laquelle elle
est lice. La construction dcs deux maisons fut donc conguc au méme
momcnt.

L’entrée dc la maison se faisait du coté Sud par unc porie qui a ¢été
tardivement murée et méne au vestibule (2). Il communique a I’est avec unc
piéce rectangulairc (1) et au nord avcc une petite picee carrée (3). Celle-ci
s’ouvre au nord sur une grande piéce rectangulaire qui occupc toute la
largeur Nord de la maison ct qui est cloisonnée par deux murs pour en faire
trois piéces (4, 5 et 6). De la piéce (1) au sud on accéde a unc petitc piéce
rectangulaire a I’Est (7), qui commumquc avee la piéce d’cau (8) (') au
centre de la maison (probablement & ciel ouvert) servant comme puits de
lumiére pour la maison.

- Cette supposition est valable pour ce couloir dans sa premiére phase de construction, car les deux
murs du couloir continuaient jusqu’au mur ouest de la picee 2 (voir fig. ) Avec lequel ils étaient lids.
Cependant, des wanstormations tardives ont supprimé une partie du c6té ouest du couloir (en
pomullu sur le plan).

9 - Nous avons observé les traces d’unc canalisation au centre de la piéce 8 de direction Fst-Ouest.
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]l[éme phase :

C’est la derniére phase d’occupation de cctte unité. Elle est mise en
gvidence par quclques remaniements et modifications observés dans ses
structures. _ . _

Dans la galeric commerciale A (état I) les portes de dcux boutiques
(P7 ot P8), larges au départ de 3 m. sont devenues plus Etroites par des
rajouts de murs (P7 : 1,50 m; P8 : 1,20 m.). . ‘

La picce 4 de la maison M1 s’ouvre sur la piéce 1 par unc dcuxi¢me
porte aménagée au mur Est. Les decux mur du couloir § (a4 I'origine
continuaient jusqu’a la pi¢ce 2) ont été rétrécis du c6té du mur Oucst de la
piéce 2, créant ainsi un passagc qui pcrmet au deux piéces 1 et 3 dc
communiquer a I’est comme a ’ouest

La lecture du plan de cette unité urbainc dénote comme nous le
constatons, le caractére socio-économique du quarticr en général, et de I’ilot
en particulier. C'cst un ensemble clos de galeries commercialcs "
associces a dcs habitats. La face extérieure de cet ensemble, a la limitc ouest
de la ville, est fortifiée, car elle avait une double fonction d'cnceinte et de
fagade. Tandis que la {ace qui donne sur ’intérieur de la ville, cst flanquée
de boutiques qui s’ouvrent sur une rue (axc principale N.-S.) qui rejoint en
ligne droite la porte nord de la ville. Une autre rue, sccondairc par rapport a
la premiére, et qui lui cst perpendiculaire, sépare cette unité urbanistique de
celle au nord (fig. 5 ).

L’impression qui ressort devant ces ilots ou “insulae”, bien que le
quartier a €t¢ incomplétement fouillé, est celle d’un schéma directeur
concert¢ comporiant des axes d’organisation ct dc circulation : une voie
principale de direction N.-S. divise le quarticr cn deux ailes (**), composées
de plusieurs unités (ilots) séparées entre elles par des voies secondaires
(fig.5).

L'enccintc ditc Hellénistique n'est autrc quc lc mur oucst dc l'ilot,
donnant sur l'extéricur de la ville a la limite du plateau sur le haut de la
colline. Il a été construit en blocs dc picrres plus lourdes car on lui voulait
un deuxieéme role défensif.

Par aillcurs, les maisons M1 et M2 présentent, contrairement au
“type” de maisons pré-romaines connucs cn Mauritanie occidentale (*°), un

o Dest probable qu’une troisiéme galerie au sud. sous la villa romaine de Mars et Rhéa, récupérée
Par celle-ci el utilisée comme sous-sol. Les deux maisons M1 ¢t M2 semblent avoir é1é entourées de
boutiques dont nous ne connaissons que les trois cotés; la galeric A  I'ouest, la galerie G au nord ct
les houtiques donnant sur la ruc a Iest.

" - une deuxiéme aile A I'est de cette voic principale reste cncore non louillée.

" - La maison pré-romaine en Mauritanie occidentale est généralement décrite comme étant de plan
rectangulaire. composée de chambres de méme plan lié enwre elle par de longs et étroits couloirs. cl.
M. Tarradell 1959a. p. 34-35: J. Boube. Docruncini d 'architecture mawrétanienne au Maroc, dans
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plan axial et parfaitcment symétrique pour la maison M1. Cetic répartition
qui s’ordonnc autour d’un espace ccntral intérieur, nous incite a la mettre ey
rclation avec les ancicnnes traditions de la maison méditerranéenne que
nous retrouvons ici, 4 Lixus, représentécs dans le plan de ces deux maisons,
La cour centrale sc trouve ici réduite & un puits de lumicre autour duquej
s’ordonne le plan de la maison.

Nous ne pouvons donc pas parler de type de maison d’habitation
maurélanienne, car il n’cxiste pas dc modele imposé spécifique pour telle oy
telle époque. L’urbanisme de la ville & I’époque maurétanienne imbrique deg
survivances de cultures matérielles et résulte d’un compromis entre une
ancienne tradition phénicicnne helléniséc par la suile a ’époque punico-
maurétanicnne, et a laquelle s'ajoute des influences locales.

Chronolagie :

M. Tarradell, autcur dc la fouille de ce secteur d’habitat datat avec
incertitude, du [le siccle avant J.-C (”’). C’cst donc un quartier d’habitat
d'époque maurétanienne. Cependant, la date de leur “destruction” n'est pas
sire :

“Une destruction qui parait correspondre aux années 40-42 de notre
ere, jusqu’d la fin du ler siecle aprés J.-C. et aussi jusqu’a un moment
immédiatement antérieur d la construction de la maison de Mars et Rhéa”
(M. Tarradell, 1959a, p. 61).

On rcmarque que M. Tarradell propose dcux dates de destruction pour
le quarticr : en 40-42, ct & la {in du ler siccle ou début du Ile si¢cle apres J.-
C.

- 40-42 : Date qui tire argument d’un texte et qui correspond bien avec
la destruction qui aurait d’aprés 1’auteur, affccté toutc la ville pré-romaine et
qui serait la traduction d’un fait historique connu (la révoltc mcnée par
Aedcmon cn Maurétanie-Tingitane aprés [’assassinat dc Ptolémée par
Caligula en 40 aprés J.-C.). Or, I’¢tat de conservation de ccs vestiges ne
montre aucune trace de dcstruction violente. D’ailleurs la dcscription
donnée par I’auteur ('7), ne fait pas état d’incendie repéré lors dec la fouille
dc ce quarticr. Seule unc picce sous la maison dec Mars et Rhéa a révélée les
traces d'incendie, mais qui paraissent bien limitées.

- Fin du Ier siccle et début du Iléme siécle aprés J.-C. : deuxiéme date
proposée du fait qu’il n’y a aucunc rupture, ni couche intermédiaire cntre la
maison de “Mars et Rhéa” datée du 1léme siécle aprés J.-C., et ces picces

(pl).

BAM. 7.1967, p. 252-255.
' . M. Tarradell. 1959a p. 61.
" Ihid.. p. 61.
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Donc nous constatons quc la datation de la phase d’abandon de ce
yartier pré-romain ne s'appuie sur aucune donnée matériclle solide. Ellc est
liée principalement au seul événcmen? remarquable “la révolte d’Aeqemon”.
Or, comme nous le constatons par z.ullcgrs, l?eaucoup de “destructions” de
monuments sont rattachées a des faits historiques sans étre confirmées par
des preuves archéologiques certaines.

La date de construction de ce quarticr reste, d’aprés 1’auteur,
incertaine. Elle est tant6t datée du Iléme(siécle avant J.-C. (*%), tant6t de la
seconde moitié du Ier siécle avant J.-C. (™).

Ccpendant, aprés I’¢tude des structures de I'ilot nous pouvons
proposer une chronologie du quartier a partir des états et des phases de
construction obscrvés “in situ” et sur la base des reperes chronologiques
acquis par les ancienncs fouilles.

Le premicr repére chronologique est la date de construction de la
muraille a I’Ouest dc cette unité. M. Tarradell qui a effectué un sondage au
pied de cette muraille dite “hellénistique” la date de la fin du lle siécle ou au
début du fer siécle avant J.-C. Or (*), comme nous I’avons constaté plus
haut, la construction de la muraille Quest est indissociable de la construction
de la galeric a boutiques a laquellc scs structures sont adossées et qui
représente la premiére phase du deuxiéme état. Nous pouvons donc conclure
pour cette premicre phase du II¢me état une méme date de construction que
celle connue de la murailie Ouest.

Quand au ler ¢état nous ne pouvons qu’affirmer qu’il est antérieur a la
{in du Ile siécle avant J.-C.

M. Ponsich affirme quc la ville de lixus a connu une premicre
destruction au Ille siéclc avant J.-C. “Une premiére mutation spectaculaire
de Lixus est indiquée par un niveau constant de démolition et un
réaménagement de tout l'urbanisme sur l'acropole lixitaine dés le Ille siécle
avant J.-C.” (*).

Y avurait-il un lien entre cette “mutation” et la destruction des
constructions du ler état du quartier d’habitat ?

~ La deuxiéme phasc du Iléme état est matérialisée par les nouvelles
constructions & I’est, intégrant la galerie commerciale, ct dont Ia
construction parait étre mise en rapport avec I’cnsemble du quartier au nord

i: - Ibid., p. 61

w’ M. Tasradell 1960a. p.164.

~ - M. Tarradcll a isolé cinq niveaux du sondage de la muraille ditc "Hellénistique". Le niveau 1V,
qui correspond d'aprés l'auteur A la construction de la muraille, est caractérisé par l'apparition de la
céramique campanicnne a vernis noir du type B qui s'ajoute au type A déja présent dans lc niveau V
[!'lus profond: ¢f. M. Tarradell 1939a, p. 59.

“ - M. Ponsich 1982a, p. 845,
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(méme orientation et prolongement en lignc droitc du mur principal a est),
A cette phasc, le quartier d’habitat scmble s’étendre sur un terrain bien
réparti avec un réseau dc rucs régulier. La date dc construction de cette
phase est restée jusque 12 inconnuc. L’auteur dc la fouille a donné une date
de construction du quartier d’habitat dans sa globalité, basée sur lc sondage
de la muraille ouest ct que nous nc pouvons retenir, comme nous I’avons vu,
que pour la partie qui est vraiment liée & celle-ci : la galeric commerciale
(Iére phase). Or, pour dater la construction dc cette deuxi€éme phase, nous
avons cffectu¢ un sondage sous le sol en morticr de tuilcau de la piéce 6 qui
semble appartenir a cette IIéme phase ainsi que des prélevements de
matériel archéologique li¢ au mortier dcs murs. Parmi le matériel le plus
récent recueilli sous le sol bétonné :

- Trois bords d’amphore de type Dressel 7-11

- Un bord d’amphore de type Dressel 1A.

- Un bord d’amphore de type Dressel 1C.

- Un bord d’amphore dec type Dressel 2-4.

- Un bord en céramique a vernis noir (campanienne A) forme : 27 .

- Un [ragment en céramique a paroi fine.

- Trois {fragments cn céramiquc commune.

Nous avons également recueilli dans lc mortier de deux murs (mur
nord de la maison M2, mur cst de P11) des fragments de bord de Dressel
17-11. La présence de ce matéricl archéologique tout en tcnant compte du
bord d’amphore de type Dressel 2-4 dont la production commence a la fin
du Ter siécle avant J.-C. (), autorise & situer la construction de cctte
deuxiéme phase dans la fin du Ier si¢cle avant J.-C. ou au tout début du ler
siecle apres.

La troisitme phase matérialisée, comme nous l'avons vu, par des
rajouts de murs, des portcs rétrécies, et d'autres ouvertes, est difficile a
situcr, et s'insére entre lc début du ler siccle aprés et la fin de celui-ci.
Serait—clle la marque de la création de la province de Mauritanie Tingitane
dans les années 40 ? ‘

Quant 2 la datc d’abandon de cet ilot et du quartier en général, clle

semble étre située justc avant la construction dc la villa romaine de Mars et
Rhéa.

X2 - 2.7 I3 . - . z
= - Cette forme, assez rare au Maroc, a été trouvé dans les fouilles de Villeneuve et datée entre 20 et
5 avant J.-C.. Clle est également préscnte & Pompéi (avant 79 aprés J.-C.).
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Fig. 1 : Plan du quartier d’habitation maurétanien
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PL.1 : Vue du quartier d’habitation maurétanien

Fig. 2 : Lebatiment A (phase 1)
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Pl. 3 : Muraille au nord du batiment A

Pl. 4 : Muraille a I’ouest du batiment A
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Pl. 5 : Limite est du quartier : axes d’organisation et de circulation

Fig. 3 : les deux phases de la construction de I’ilot
le batiment A a I’ouest (premiére phase) les deux maisons M1 et M2 et
la galerie nord (deuxieme phase)
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Fig. 5 : Quartier d’habitation maurétaniens (en noir) : Axes de circulation
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Social and Religious Relations and Cultural and Intellectual
Exchange between Muslims and Christians in Al Andalus

Mhammad Benaboud

Muslim-Christian social and religious relations in al-Andalus have
always been intense, although they have varied greatly over the centurics,
The culural and intcllectual between the Andalusian Muslims and the
Christians can only be understood in the context of the cultural and
intellectual 1mpact of the Andalusian civilisation in the Mediterranean
context. The dilliculty ol understanding the cvolution ol the social and
rcligious history ol al-Andalus ariscs [rom the complexity of andalusian
history itself. For example. these relations varied (rom region to region and
from century to century. They also changed. because the political divisions
in Al-Andalus changed over the centurics. These changes affected the very
cssence of these relations. They also varied according to the historical
circumstances. The fact is, however, that these relations never ceased to
cxist, despite the variety ol forms which they adopted.

Socio-religious Groups in Al Andalus

The division into groups in al-Andalus according to [(aith, such as
Muslims, Christians and Jews, 1s acceptable, provided that we keep in mind
that other criteria arc possible. These include cthnic groups, such as Arabs
and Berbers, social groups or classes such as the ‘amma, the khassa and the
middlc class.™ The religious division can cut across social, cthnic or cultural
critcria. when members of onc faith belong to diflerent social, ethnic or
cultural categorics. The division into religious groups can also be divided
into sub-catcgorics. For cxample. during the gothic period, the Christians of
the Ibcrian Peninsula were cither Catholic or Arian and the main
confessional division among the Christians was between the Trinitarians and

™ On ethnic groups in Al-Andalus see Mhammad Benaboud. The Problem of Ethnic Groups in Al-
Andeatus, in Islam inthe Middie Eastern Stdies @ Muslims and Minorities, Osaka. The Japan Center
for Arca Studies. National Museum of Fthnology. 2003: For a study of the “Khassa in Al-Andius.
see Mhammad Benaboud and Angus Mackay. Affonso V! King of Leon and Castile. Emperor
of the two Faiths: A Rejoinder to Norman Roth.in Bulleting of Hispanic Studies, Liverpool,
1983 Ahmad Tahiri. Khassar Qurtuba fi “Asi Al-Khilafa. Rabat. OKAD. 199 Other approaches
have stressed the tribal elements in Andalusian socicty., see Pierre Guichard, Structnres sociales
‘orientales” et Coccidentales” duns Espagne musulmane, Paris. 1973 @ Mhammad  Benaboud.
Extructura ~social en Al-Andalus duiame el periodo de los Taifas : la cuestion del ribalismo, — in
Actus del I Coloquio hispuno-marrogui - de ciencias — hisioricas,  «llistoria, ciencia. v
sociedad ». Madrid, 1992, pp.63-71 1 Mhammad Benaboud. “Asabivva and Social Relarions in Al-
Andalus during the Peviod of the Taifi States, in Hespéris- Tamuda. Vol XIXL 1980, Rabat. pp,5-45.
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the Unitarians. This division was strongly reflected in the clashes for power
in the context of the gothic feudal system. Religion and political power were
almost indistinguishable.

The Islamic dimension changed the history of the Iberian Peninsula
following the collapse of the Visigoth state in the carly eight century. With
the introduction of Islam and the creation of an Islamic state, Hispania
pecame al-Andalus and the Christian Visigoth state was replaced by Islamic
rule in a large portion of the Iberian Pcninsula, During this period, Al-
Andalus had been part of the Islamic Empire during the period of the
governors. With the cstablishment of the Umayyad state, first as an emirate
and then as a caliphate, Al-Andalus became an official Islamic statc where
the Christians and Jews lived as protected minoritics. They enjoyed the
status of Ahl Adh-Dhimma this status continued aflter the fall of the
Ummayads in the end of the tenth century and their succession by the Taila
states during the most of the elcventh century. In fact this status continued
throughout the successive dynastics, including the almoravids, the almohads
and the nasrids of Granada.

The first point to clarify is, which groups should we include in the
term Christian, and which groups fall in the catcgory of Muslims in al-
Andalus? The Muslims were the dominant group, including the rulers and
the khassa or privileged class, the ‘amma or popular classes the Middle
class which included craftsmen, mecrchants and the ‘wlama’ or Muslim
scholars. During most of the history of al-Andalus, thc majority of the
Andalusian Muslims belonged to Sunni Maliki School of law.

The Christians can be classified into the Catholics of the Christian
kingdoms of the North and the Mozarabs who constituted a Christian
minority living in al-Andalus under the rule of the Muslim majority.
Although both groups werc Christian, they differed in some (undamental
aspects. The Mozarabs lived peacefully and productively under the Muslim
rule of the Andalusians, assimilating thc Andalusian culture with Arabic as
the main literary language, whilc maintaining their religious faith and
Christian traditions inherited {rom the Visigoth period.

The Mozarabs: The Mozarabs constituted a minority Andalusian
group with its own characteristic specific features. They were basically a
Christian group, but were considered as heretics by the Catholic Church.
They had their own rcligious ritc, their own traditions, marriage was
restricted to members of their community and their rclations with the
Andalusian Muslims differcd from that of the Catholic community radically.
The Mozarabs werc a Christian community which was (ully integrated in
the Andalusian Islamic state, in terms which were very similar to the Jewish
community. In Toledo, for example, the Mozarabs had their own churches
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which werc much simpler than the Catholic churches and Cathedrals. They
accepted their status as a protected minority or dhimmis, and lived
accordingly. Politically, some membcrs of the Mozarab community were
accepted in some courts of the Taifa states likc Seville. Only Mozarabs
could have written some ol al- Mu tamid Ibn ‘Abbad’s Arabic letters to King
Alfonso VI of Leon and Castile.*® On the other hand, during the initial phase
of Alfonso’s political relations with thc Taifa leaders, somc Mozarab
scholars served in the court of Alfonso VI of Leon and Castile. Only a
Mozarab could have written some of Allonso’s Arabic letters to Yusuf Ibn
Tashufin or Al-Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Abbad.*’ Their knowledge of Arabic enabled
them to play intermcdiary roles between the Andalusian Muslim rulers of
the Taifa states and the Christian rulers of the North. They also played a
lcading rolc in orientating Alfonso VI's policy towards the Taifa rulers.
They had lived peacefully under the rule of the Taifa rulers, but they tried to
reversc their status as a protected Christian minority in a majority Muslim
society by a majority Christian society including Catholics and Mozarabs
with the Andalsian Muslims as a minority group. The Mozarabs ncver
considered the idea of expelling thc Andalusian Muslims with whom they
had lived pecaccfully over many centurics. However, the project was never
completed. Before conquering Toledo in 1085, the Mozarabs had
considercd Alfonso VI as an appropriate future ruler of Al-Andalus. The
Taifa kings would become governors under the rule of Allonso VI. They
would continue to exist as a protcctcd Muslim minority in a Christian state.
This was indecd Alfonso VI’s policy initially. He rclied on certain Mozarab
intellectuals to implement this policy. However the course of this policy
changed radically, when the Catholic Church pressured Alfonso VI to adopt
a morec radical policy. He therclore formulated a policy which consisted in
weakening the Andalusian economy by organizing military campaigns
against the Taifa states, destroying their harvests and besieging their citics
as a means of pressuring them to negotiate peacc by agreeing to pay Allonso
VI an annual tribute. Alfonso VI nominatcd a Mozarab, as the first governor
of Toledo following his occupation of this city. However, it was not long
before Alfonso replaced the Mozarab governor with a radical Catholic
governor. Alfonso chosc to ally himsclf to the Catholic Church against the
Muslim Tai(a rulers. The new objectives consisted in a crusade against the
Taifa rulers, the final objective of which was to conquer the Taifa states of
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al-Andalus and to incorporate them into his own kingdom. This objective
could only be achieved by war.

When the general policy changed, the attitude of the Catholic Church
towards the Mozarabs also changed and they came to bc considered as
members of a hcretical rite. Ironically, their fate Vis a Vis the Catholic
King of Leon and Castile, became similar to that of the Andalusian
Muslims. They had tried to change the nature of the Muslim-Christian
relations in the Ibcrian Peninsula to their favour, but the result was that their
new condition as members of a herctical ritc in the eyes of the Church, madc
their condition worse than it had been during the rulle of the Andalusian
Muslims.

The fundamental difference betwcen the Mozarabs and the Catholics
vis a vis the Andalusian Muslims is that whercas the rulers of the latter
considered all Muslims in al-Andalus as their enemies, because they did not
share their faith and consequently had to be combated, the Mozarabs
considered thcmsclves to be part of the same social and cultural system as
that of the Andalusian Muslims in spite of thewr diflerent religious beliefs.
Cocxistence with the Andalusian Muslims was consequently natural and
nccessary.

The Andalusian Muslims also approached the Mozarabs and the
Catholics differently., For the Andalusians, thc Mozarabs constituted a
protccted minority in al-Andalus, who cnjoyed full religious liberty and
represcnted the diversity of the Andalusian culture and identity. They shared
the Arabic languagc and culturc of the Muslim Andalusians and werc never
considercd as encmics because of their religious beliefs. This condition was
guarantecd by Islamic law. Like the Jews, the Mozarabs werc protccted by
the Andalusian state. Their properties and their people enjoyed specific
rights and had specific obligations within thc Andalusian state. The laws
which were applied to the Mozarabs were the laws which were applied in
times of pcace, which was not the case with the Catholics with whom the
Andalusians were constantly at war.

The Andalusian Muslims approached the Catholic Christians of the
North differently. Al-Andalus was almost constantly attacking or being
attacked by the Christian kingdoms of the Northern Iberian Peninsula. Both
sides mutually considered cach other as enemies. Both considered each
other as infidels. Tt followed that war against thc infidel was justified. In
some cases, aggressive policies against the Andalusian Muslims by the
Catilian Catholics werc blessed by the Pope himself.

The relationship between the Andalusian Muslims and the Catholics
of the Christian kingdoms of thc North was never based on dialoguc or
coexistence, but on crude power. It is important to remember that the
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struggles for power in Al-Andalus and in the Iberian Peninsula generally,
crossed the confessional borders in thc sensc that inter-Muslim, inter.
Christian and Muslim-Christian struggles should be explained by Mmany
factors, of which confession was not always the basic causc.

During the Taifa period, cxamples abound of non-confessional factorg
as the main causes bchind political and military struggles. For example, Al
Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Abbad of Secville clashed with Muslim Taifa leaders such ag
those of Cordoba and Ronda which he eventually conquercd, and others like
the ruler of Granada, with whom he was in constant military confrontations,
‘Abd-Allah Ibn Buluggin of Granada wondcred how Muslim Taifa rulers
like the ruler of Seville could be such deadly enemics of his Taifa state.
Alfonso VI of Leon and Castile clashed with his brothers over the
succession of their {ather King Ferdinand, as well as with others like the Cid
Rodrigo Diaz cl Campeador. Muslims and Christians also clashed, but
others were allies like the Cid and the ruler of Saragossa. The political and
military rclations of thc Muslims and the Christians obviously affected their
relations at the social, religious and cultural Icvels. However, thesc relations
were never exclusively subjcct to clear cut religious divisions, although
thesc were always present and important.

When we discuss social and religious relations between the Muslims
of Al-Andalus and the Christians, we refer to the Catholic rulers and
inhabitants of the kingdoms of the Northern Christian Kingdoms such as the
Kingdom of Leon and Castile, the Kingdom of Aragon, ectc...These
relations existed between Christian political entities and the political entities
of Al-Andalus which varicd {rom one historical period to another. [ am
referring to the Umayyad State of Al-Andalus during the ninth and tenth
centuries, the Taifa States during the eleventh century, thc almoravid state
during the tweifith century, the almohad state during the twelfth and
thirtcenth centuries and the Nasrid kingdom of Granada which lasted to the
end of the fifteenth century.

In order to clarify the naturc of thesc relations, it is important to cite
examples from a specific period. The cleventh century is an interesting
period to examine, becausc it was a period of transition during which the
Christian kingdoms of the North consolidated their political and military
power, while the Umayyad Caliphate disintegrated and was replaced by a
series of incrcasingly weaker Taifa statcs.

The Christians of the North.

The relations betwecn the Andalusians and the Christians of the North
can only be understood in thc context of the political and military
relationship between Al-Andalus on the one hand and the kingdoms of the
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North which were ruled by kings or counts. Several points need to be
c[ariﬁed.

Firstly, Al-Andalus and the Christian kingdoms of the North must be
identified in the context of the evolution of their mutual relations. These
mutations should be perceived at various levels:

a. The geographical definition of both al-Andalus and the Christian
kingdoms changed over the course of the centuries. While the territory of
Al-Andalus shrunk progressively from beginning from the eleventh century
the Taifa states replaced the Banu Umayya Caliphatc, the territory of the
Christian kingdoms expanded, cspecially that of the kingdom of Castile
{ollowing its unification with the kingdom of Leon. The kingdom of Leon
and Castile grew becausc of the cxpansionist military policy of Alfonso VI
during thc eleventh century and his successors during the following
centuries. This conquest of al-Andalus has bcen referred to by Spanish
historians as thc Reconguista or reconquest of Islamic Al-Andalus. To
perceive the magnitude of the tcrritorial loss by Al-Andalus, one could
compare thc enormous areca of the Umayyad Caliphate in the end of the
tenth century with the ridiculous sizc of the Nasrid kingdom of Granada
during the end of the filtecnth century prior to the final expulsion of the
Andalusians from the Iberian Peninsula in 1492.

b. The temporal dimension o[ Al-Andalus is equally important to
define, becausc when we speak of the history of Al-Andalus, the term only
becomes clcar afler spccifying the period of this history that we are
discussing or studying. For cxample, the political, military and cultural
relations of the Banu Umayya Caliphate with the Christian kingdoms of the
North differed in many ways from thc relations of the Taila rulers with the
Christian kingdoms by thc end of the cleventh century. Power had shifted
{rom Andalusian hands to those of the rulers of the Christian kingdoms,
especially the king of Leon and Castile. The historical figures of each period
also differed. The dynamics of the history of cach period also differed.

c. The relations between Christians and Muslims diffcred from place
to place and from time to time. Even though we can legitimately generalise,
it is only aficr specifying the geography and the period of history that we
can examine the relations between the Muslims of Al-Andalus and the
Christians of the kingdoms of the North profoundly. As the historical
context changed, so did the nature of the relations between the Muslims and
the Christians. In other words, the esscnce of the subjcct matter changed.

d. Having specified the geography, the historical period and the
subject mattcr, one also has to specify the differcnt aspects or dimensions of
the subject that he chooscs to study. Christians included several catcgories
including Mozarabs, Mudgjars, and Catholics. The nature of the general
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context changed so radically from period to period that the very de(inition of
Christians or Muslims changed. For example, the Mozarabs constituted 3
Christian minority in Al-Andalus, but the Mozarabs were descendants of the
Christians who lived and ruled the Visigothic state prior to the arrival of the
Muslims to the Iberian Peninsula. Some Mozarabs chose to settle in the
Christian kingdom of Asturias in the North. In this casc, they should be
considered as Mozarabs because they adoptced the Arabic language and were
influenced by the Andalusian culture, not necessarily because they
constituted a Christian minority under Muslim rule. However, they did share
some cultural featurcs of the Mozarabs who remained in Al-Andalus under
Muslim rule.

As for the Catholic Christians with whom the Andalusians had
relations of different kinds, they too can be problematic, because they lived
in different kingdoms in the Northern part of the Iberian Peninsula such as
the Kingdom of Leon and Castile, thc Kingdom of Aragon, etc... The
relations between each of these Christian kingdoms with Al-Andalus varied,
so it is not always possiblc to generalize about the Christian inhabitants of
all the kingdoms and regions of the North.

Another difficult aspect of the religious relations betwcen Andalusian
Muslims and Catholics of the Christian kingdoms is that their relations
sometimes crossed the religious level to include the cultural or social levels.
For example, the Catholics usually belonged to political entities that differed
from the Andalusian Islamic statc. However, once the reconquest of Al-
Andalus had advanced, many Muslim inhabitants had to choosc between
conversion to Christianity or exile across the Straits of Gibraltar. Some were
allowed to stay and the term used to describe them is Mudejars. They were
basically tradesmen or farmers whom the cxpanding Christian kingdoms
necded cconomically. The Andalusians who converted to Christianity were
not accepted automatically as Christians by the old Christians and many
problems arose as a result of the suspicions of the Catholic Church and
Christian state of the sincerity of their conversion. They called them
Moriscos. The Moriscos were persecuted by the Holy Inquisition, a spccial
court the purpose of which was to try and if found guilty condemn
suspicious converts. This infamous institution prospered in all parts of the
Iberian Pcninsula as well as in somc of the cities in its colonies across the
Atlantic such as Lima, in Peru. Moriscos is a term which has become
widespread and which is now used to refer to Muslims who were forced to
convert to Christianity whatever their origin. In many cases, Andalusians
who lived after the fall of the Andalusian state in the end of the (ifiecnth
century have been considcred as Moriscos.
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The rclations between the Andalusian Muslims and the Christians
were sometimes determined by the numbers and the proportions of each
group. During the Nasrid period, thc Andalusian Muslims in the Nasrid state
of Granada formed a maJonty in a society in which a Christian minority
continued to live. By contrast, in the Kingdom of Lcon and Castile to which
many important cities were incorporated during the thirteenth century,
including Cordoba and Seville, the rulers and the majority of the population
were Catholic, whereas the Andalusian Muslims formed a minority.
Jronically, the same Andalusian inhabitants who had previously lived as part
a majority, suddenly became part of a Muslim minority in a land ruled by
Christians as the last portions of al-Andalus were conquered by the kings of
Leon and Castile. In some cases members of the samc familics were
scparated with the advance of the moving frontier.

Despitc this categorisation, however, the Andalusian Muslims and the
Christians enjoyed good relations in general. In most cases thc Muslims and
the Christians lived pcacefully togcther. However, there arc exceptions,
especially during times of war. Again, the judgements which apply to one
period of history do not apply to another. For example, during the eleventh
century, relations between thc Taifa rulers of al-Andalus and the Christians
of the Kingdom of Leon and Castile werc hostile. During this period,
Alfonso VI adopted an aggressive expansionist military policy which was
aimed at wcakening the Taifa states progressively by plundering their
harvests as a means of forcing them to pay annual tribute money. This
gradually weakened them, in order to eventually facilitatc the task of
conquering them militarily and incorporating their lands to the Kingdom of
Leon and Castile. This policy culminated in the conquest of Toledo by
Alfonso VI in 1085 which constituted a dcadly blow to the unity of Al-
Andalus, followed by thc Battle of As-Zallaga in 1086 in which the
Andalusian and Almoravid armies led by Yusuf Ibn Tashufin defeated the
Castilian army led by Alfonso VI.

The political and military relations between the Taifa states may be
considered by somc as unrelated to religious relations, but every aspcct of
life was related 1o religion during the medieval period. Alfonso VI
formulated his expansionist policy aimed at conquering the Taifa states and
was spiritually supporied by the Catholic Church and the Pope himself and
militarily supported by the French monks of Cluny and Burgundy.
Alfonso’s alliance with the Church contributed to greatly consolidate his
thrown. This explains why he ended his collaboration with the Mozarabs
following his conquest of Toledo in 1086.

Alfonso’s aggressive policy toward the Taifa rulers did not lead to a
rcligious reaction, but the latter were forced to seck a new ally to help them
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defend themselves against Alfonso V1. This ally was the almoravid ruler
Yusuf Ibn Tashuflin and he did combat Alfonso in the name of Jihad,
accusing the Taifa rulers of collaborating with the Christian infidel ang
overburdening their subjects with non Islamic taxes. The confrontation had
attained a high level of violence and the Taifa rulers found themselves
unable to impose the kind of religious tolerance and cohabitation which wag
common in their Taifa states. However, it must be indicated that the military
confrontation between the Andalusian Muslims and the Christians was not
neccssarily due to their antagonistic confessions. War between the Taifa
rulers was just as common despite the fact that they shared a common faith,
The Christian kings of the North were also in war with each other. The
deeper political and economic motives constituted the real reasons for
military confrontation.

The Andalusian Muslims

The Andalusian Muslims consitituted the essence of Andalusian
socicty. They included members of numerous races and ethnic groups such
as the Arabs, Berbers and groups which had ruled the Iberian Peninsula
prior to Islam such as the Visigoths and thc Romans, or the numerous
peoples who settled in different areas of the Iberian Peninsula which later
became provinces or kingdoms such as the Basqucs, the Catalans, the
Castilians, the Galicians or the Aragonese. The main common denominator
of these peoples following 711 was that they embraced Islam and adopted
Arabic as their spiritual and cultural language. The particular characteristics
of these peoples melted in Andalusian society which developed a high
culture of its own.

The religious approach to Andalusian society is one of many, because
historians of Al-Andalus have perceived this society from a variety of
perspectives. The only way to explain this problem is by considering the
complexity of Andalusian society. Several sociological structural models
have been applied to Andalusian society including the feudal, tribal,
religious and urban modcls. As one single society cannot comply with
numerous models, the only explanation for this multiplicity of models of
social structure applied to one society is its complexity, its mutation and
evolution over the centuries. The extraordinary capacity of Andalusian
society to incorporatc new clements, to adapt to new conditions and to
evolve in accordance with internal and external mutations can only be
explained by its complexity as well as its singular features on the one hand
and contradictions on the other. Another important factor to consider is the
unique the changing nature of Andalusian over its eight centuries of
existence. Just like the clouds on a light windy day when they change their
forms and shapes totally during a short span of a time, Andalusian society
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changed so radically over the eight centuries that its social structure during
the Banu Umayya period, the period of the Taifa states, the Almoravid and
Almohad periods or the Nasrid period changed to the point of becoming
unrecognizable from one period to another. The long period of the history of
Al-Andalus, its uniquc development and its interaction at so many lcvels,
internally, with the Christian kingdoms of the North, with the Maghreb or
the Mashrig, have all contributed to render Andalusian history unique as a
universal culture and civilization. Rather than melting in one society, the
Muslim, Christian and Jewish elements were smoothly blended together to
constitute one society, which while maintaining all the human weaknesses
that arc characteristic of all societies, has bcen ablc to stand out as a
pcaceihl and tolerant socicty. This clement has contributed more than any
other to give it such a universal dimension and to make it so enchanting and
emblematic. Few societies in world history have been able to mark so many
societics and cultures and to survive in the collective memorics and
imagination of so many scholars in so many societics and to mark the
collective cultural identities of so many pcoples, so many centuries after the
annihilation of the political and physical existence of a specific culture and
society as the Andalusian society and culture havc been ablc to do. As a
universal culture, Al-Andalus has thrived after the Christian reconquista as
it had done throughout its eight centuries of historical existence as a
political entity. Al-Andalus has succceded in assuring its survival of
numcrous socicties which continued to exist long afier Andalusian society
ceascd to exist on Andalusian soil. Andalusian arts and traditions can still be
found among the Muslims of the Moroccan medinas of Tetouan, Fez,
Meknes, Rabat or Salé. The impact of the Andalusian culture in different
parts of Spain such as thc eastern arcas which was known as Sharq Al-
Andalus, but most particularly in the South, in Andalucia, has also been
prolound. As descendants of thc Muslim inhabitants of Al-Andalus, the
Christian inhabitants of Andalucia are doubtlcssly the most direct
representatives of the Andalusian cultural heritage. The Jews too claim the
Jewish cultural heritage ol Al-Andalus as an important ingredient of their
cultural identity and consider such Andalusian Jewish scholars as Ibn
Maimun or Maimonides or Ibrahim Ibn An-Naghrilla as important
intcllectual and religious scholars within the Jewish tradition. Yet it is the
Muslim scholars of Al-Andalus who have received international recognition
who are most representative of the Andalusian tradition of tolerance, such as
Ibn Hazm, Ibn Rushd or Tbn ‘Arabi among numerous others. Each one of
the above mentioned scholars is in some way a product of interaction
between Islam and Christianity or between Muslims and Christians. Ibn
Hazm is the author of a pioneering work on comparative religions in which
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hc compares Islam to scveral other religions including Christianity ang
Judaism. Ibn Rushd represents Andalusian philosophy in its purest universa]
sensc. Ibn ‘Arabi, a leading Andalusian mystic has been acclaimed by
Muslims and Christians alike.

I. Muslim-Christian Intellectual Exchange in Al-Andalus

Cultural rclations between the Muslims and the Christians were
extremely strong throughout the history of al-Andalus, but they developed
very strongly during the beginning from the eleventh century when the Taifa
Kings dominated the political and cultural sphere. Thesc relations should be
clarified becausc of their complexity. The political, social and cultura]
rclations of the Andalusians with the Mozarabs differed from their relations
with the inhabitants of the Christian kingdoms such as Castile, Leon,
Aragon, ctc.. The Mozarabs formed a religious group which followed the
Mozarab rite and they lived under the Islamic rule of the Andalusians as a
protected minority which enjoyed the rights of A4/ Ad-Dimma,

I. Social relations

Social relations between the Muslims and Christians of Al-Andalus
stand out for their human dimension. Like the social history of Al-Andalus
in general, these relations were unique and reflcct, perhaps more than
anything else, the rich if contradictory nature of Andalusian society.

The best way to portray thesc relations is by examining some
examples which reflect the reality of Andalusian society. These relations
respected the general rules, but ofien broke many of them. For example,
Muslims married cach other and Christians married each other as a rule, but
some Andalusians married Christian maidens. Al-Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Abbad’s
famous wife, I’timad Ar-Rumiqiya was originally a concubine who
belonged to a Christian master as can be seen from her name. One of
Alfonso VI’s wives was a Muslim Andalusian named Zayda. Al-Mansur Ibn
Abi ‘Amir‘s wife was a Christian. She was the mother of his hercditary
prince. The Christians and Muslims of Al-Andalus lived in one socicty
where intermarriage by some of different denominations was a natural
consequence. Christian and Muslim lovers sometimes allowed their passions
rather than their minds to determine their choices as is illustrated in poetry,
where a Muslim Andalusian lover praised the trinity in reference to his
beloved Christian maiden.

The Mozarabs were strongly influenced by the Andalusian culture and
this is reflected in their religious icons representing Jesus Christ in the form
of an Andalusian Caliph wearing a turban and an Andalusian robe, or in the
Mozarab youths who composed poetry in Arabic as was tashionable among
the Muslim Andalusian youth of the time, much to the disappointment of the
Christian pricsts who expected them to use Latin. The impact of the
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SOphlstlcated Andalusian culture and art on the Christian kingdoms was
equally strong. The Christian kmgdoms were militarily superior to the
Andalusmns who were also inferior in this respect to their Northern
neighbours, which is why they were threatened from both directions.

In the professional world, Mozarab scribes and secretaries worked in
the courts of some Taifa rulers like Al-Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Abbad and also in the
court of Alfonso VI. Only a Mozarab secretary could have written the text
of Alfonso VI’s famous letter to Al-Mu’tamid Ibn ‘Abbad, describing
Alfonso as “Al-Imbratur Zu-1-Millatayn” alluding to his claims over the
entire territory of Al-Andalus.

More realistic arc the historical texts of the Andalusian sourccs
referring to the bitter conditions of the Andalusian Muslims in their political
and military confrontation of the advance of the Christian armies into
Muslim Andalusian lands. There is a reference in the biographical
dictionaries to an old Andalusian who fled to Seville from Cordoba prior to
its occupation by the Christians, then he fled from Seville prior to its
occupation over a decade later, he kept fleeing as the Christian armies
advanced until he ended up in Jaen. All of this occurred during a span of
onc life time. The biographical dictionaries also describe the advance of the
Christian armics against Al-Andalus in poetical terms, such as a sea of
crosses advancing towards some of the cities which were conquered.

The clashes between some the Christian rulers with some of the Taifa
rulers reflect the bitter aspect of Christian-Muslim rclations, which were
more in line with the general historical course in times of war. When
Alfonso VI besieged Toledo which he eventually occupied, the Muslim
inhabitants of this city went through a terrible experience. The siege which
the Cid Rodrigo Diaz held against Valencia led to some dramatic scenes.
Starvation in Valencia as a result of the siege led to an uncontrolled rise of
prices when a mouse was sold [or a silver dirham. Those who attempted to
escape and were trapped underwent terrible procedures of torture. Some
were castrated, while others had the bones of their legs broken and their
eyes literally plugged out.

Once these cities surrendered as a result of long negotiations, the
victors broke all the promises. When Alfonso VI occupied Toledo, he
immediately broke his promise of respecting the right of the Andalusian
Muslims to worship frecly by transforming the Great Mosque of Toledo into
a Cathedral. The dramatic scene of this event is emotionally described by
Ibn Bassam who was contemporary of the period. Alfonso VI's Castilian
army waited outside of the mosque not wanting to interrupt a young student
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who rtead passages [rom the Quran to his master.”” When Valenciy

surrendered to the Cid Rodrigo Diaz, hc immediately ordered the
Andalusian faqih Ibn Jahhaf who had led the resistance to be publicly
burned alive along with his women and children. The latter’s lives were
sparcd, but Ibn Jahhal was buried to his waist in a public square ang
publicly burned alive.* Similar scenes described in detail in some
Andalusian documents. One examplc is the description by the Fagih Al
Hawzani of the Viking attacks on the Eastern part of A-Andalus. *

However, the horror of thcse scenes 1s common of similar scenes of
war, regardless of the religion professed by the warriors. There are equally
horrific scenes in thc wars betwecn Muslim rulers or between Christian
rulers. When the Muslim armies advanced into Christian lands, they were
equally merciless, but we have a clearer picturc of the Christian attacks
becausc the Christian armies had become increasingly more powerful from
the elcventh century onwards, and because Andalusian historiography had
become cxtremely highly developed beginning from the eleventh century,
whilc it took centuries to develop in the Christian kingdoms. There was no
counterpart of lbn Hayyan, lbn Bassam and Abu ‘Ubayd Al-Bakri in
Christian Spain.

However, social relations between the Christians and Muslims of Al-
Andalus were neither ideal, as is sometimes portrayed by historians who
overstress the peaceful coexistence in Al-Andalus, nor violent and bloody as
portrayed in some accounts of the pcrmanent wars which plagued Al-
Andalus. Thesc relations reflect the reality of the history of Al-Andalus
which included periods of peace as well as war.

The social Christian-Muslim relations in Al-Andalus must be
cxamincd at many levels to form a clear picture of the reality. They can only
be appreciated in the context of a variety of themes including inter-marriage,
slavery, trade, traditions and religious belicfs. Trade in Al-Andalus included
members of all confessions. This trade of objects also included trading
people. The Andalusian Muslim bought and sold slaves from Africa, as well
as thc Sagaliba or Slavs who were white Christian slaves probably from
Europe. The notion of slavery in Al-Andalus is different from that in
medieval Europe. The Andalusian caliphs of the Banu Umayya period were
very fond of the Sagaliba who were eunuchs. Mcmbers of these Sagaliba
became very influcncial in the courts of the Banu Umayya rulers. Following

* Abu-l-Hasan “Ali Ibn Bassam Ash-Shantarini. Adh-Dhakhira fi Mahasini Ahl Al-Jazira, Ed. Thsan
Abbas, Libya-Tunis, 1979 pp.!6R
* Tbn Al-Kardabus, Kirab Al-Igifa’.... Ed. by Ahmad Mukhtar Al-*Abbadi, Madrid. 1971, pp.37-38.
* Mhammad Benaboud. Jawanib mina At-Tarikh al-Andalusi fi-I-Qarn al-Khamis al-Hijri, ™ ed. .
Tetouan. 1999, pp.111.
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ihe breakdown of the Caliphate, some some of the Taifa rulers were
originally Sagaliba such as the Taifa ruler of Denia.

The image of Muslim-Christian relations in Al-Andalus has ofien
peen idealised and thc personal dimension of the historians has sometimes
playcd an important pan in cxaggera.tmg h1stor1‘cal rcality. However, we can
form an image that is closer to reality by rclying on historical texts which
were producced by this reality. The nawazil al-fighiyya were meant to
prescnt problems emanating from the socio-economic reality of Al-Andalus
and as such, thcy are most reliable for studying historical social themes
including the relations betwecen Muslims and Christians. The Nawazil 1bn
Al-I1aj constitutc an exccllent example of such a source. Ibn Al-Haj died in
the carly part of the twelfth century (529 A.H.) and was therefore able to
reproduce extracts [rom dccrees by Cordoban jurists of the eleventh century,
making it possiblc for historians to relatc the historical texts to the historical
reality.

The information which can be cxtracted from Ibn Al-Haj concerning
Muslim-Chrisitan relations 1s unique. Ibn Al-Haj cites some cxtremely
original cases which reflect the legal arguments for judging unpreccdented
cases which related to daily contact during the cleventh century between
Muslims and Christians in Cordoba and which stress the following points:

1. Islamic Maliki law guaranteed the rights of the Christians in cases
where they conflicted with Muslims and made a clear distinction when
treating Christians of Chrsitian dimmis as being more privileged than non
dimmi Christians. The case of two Christians in Al-Andalus, only one of
whom was a dhimmi. The judge did not condemn the non-dhimmi Christian
who had not regulated his situation, because he had not been informed by
his corcligionist of his duties as a dhimmi.*”

2. The fairness of some judges who issued decrces on issues
imvolving conflict betwcen Muslims and Christian sis clear in the case of the
Christian who bought a beast, probably a horse which had been stolen from
a Muslim Andalusian who recognised his animal and claimed it as his own.
The judgc examincd the arguments of the Andalusian for claiming the mule,
he then made him swear that the nmule was his, and the judge dccreed that
the Andalusian should take his mule. The Christian then recurred to a higher
judge, who happened to be the famous Ibn Rushd who reexamined thc case.
Ibn Rushd decided that the Christian should have the mule returned to him,
but that he should pay a small finc to cover the expenses for maintcnance of
the mule during the period when the Andalusian took it. Tbn Al-Haj states

—_—

* Abu-‘Abd-Allab Ton Al-Haj, Nawazil 1hn Al-1lgj, Uncatalogued manuseript, Aal ‘Ashur
Private Library, Tunis. p.16.
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that Ibn Rushd consulted him on the matler and that he agrecd with [py
Rushd’s decree, which was applied. This is a good examplc of hoy,
metig:(ubus thc Andalusian judges and how hard some tried to be fair ang
just.”

. 3. Some cases between Christians and Andalusian Muslims ilustrate
how political power was not above Maliki Islamic law in ecleventh centy
Al-Andalus. Such was the case of the Andalusian who wanted to sel| ,
Christian as a slave to the Amir ‘Ali Ibn Yusuf. [bn Al-Haj decrced that the
Christian captives complied did not break any of the rules required (g
comply to the legal status of dhimmis, so the ruler did not have the right to
buy them as slaves. Abu ‘Abd-Allah Ibn Al-Haj, Nazwzil [bn Al-Haj, Ms,
Azarif, not catalogued, pp.104-105.

4. In cases bctween Chrisitans and Andalusian Muslims, Malikj
[slamic law was applied by judges in Al Andalus in a way set by Islamic
laws in Dar al Islam, while respecting the Christians. The case of a Christian
who wrote a will donating all his propertics to a Church in Dar al Islam. Ibn
Al-Haj dccreed that only one third would go to the Church to respect the
Chrisitan’s will, but two thirds must be given to Muslim charity which
would have becn the case had the will been made by a Muslim. It was added
in the decree that had the Christian’s will been that his properly go to a
mosque, this would not have becn acceptable, */

5. Some cases aflected relations between Muslims when attacked by
Christians. Such was thc casc when the Christians attacked the fortress of
Shaqura. An Andalusian used his ncighbour’s horses to try to cscape, but
was followed by the Christian soldiers, whom he succecded in evading after
abandoning his neighbour’s horsc which was taken by the Christians. His
neighbour later demanded that he reimboursc the horse, but the judge
decrecd that he was not obliged to do so, because of the circumstances in
which he had to usc his neighbour’s horse.**

6. Somc cascs confirm the recognition by Maghribis of of some
Andalusian jurists as leading specialists in matters relating to rclations
between Muslims and Christians, given their rich experience in Al-Andalus
in matters relating to Muslim-Christian relations. Onc of these cascs rclates
to a group of Christians in Al-Andalus who crossed the Straits of Gibraltar
to scttle at Marrakech at the demand of the almoravid ruler the Amir Ali Ibn

. Abu *Abd-Allah Ibn Al-Haj. Nawazil Ihn Al-Haj, Ms. Azaril’ Mosque Library in the Sous
rcgion, Morocco, not catalogued, p.83. .

* Abu ‘Abd-Allah Ibn Al-Haj, Nawazil Ibn Al-Haj, Ms. Azarif Mosque Library, Sous, Morocco.
p.186.

* Abu *Abd-Allah. Nawazif Ibn Al-Flaj. Ms. Azaril Mosque. Sous. Morocco. Not catalogued. p.53
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yusuf Ibn Tashufin. They asked him for permission to build for their private
worship. He sent a letter to Ibn Al-Haj asking him for legal advice on the
matter, to which the latter decreed that the Christians could build one church
for their worship, but that the church could not have bells. The Chrisitans
pad to be allowed the right to worship as decreed by Islamic law. However,
the Andalusian Muslims fearcd that the Christians might collaborate with
the Christians of the North with whom thcy were at war. The church bells
were perhaps associated too strongly with the Christians of the North. *

7. That thesc cases illustrate the recality of social lifc in Al-Ancalus,
how the judges tried to apply Maliki Islamic law, and the different types of
new social conditions reflecting relations between Chrisitians and Muslims,
and how the law was adapted to this new social reality. Almost all the cases.
Onc of the most interesting cases is that of an Andalusian who agreed to
writ¢ his house in the name of his Christian wile i[ she converted to Islam,
to which she agreed. However, she died belore the legal procedurcs for her
owncr§£1ip were made. The judge decreed that the house belonged to her
heirs.

Thesc cases ook into account the minutest details of the cascs at the
level of application, becausc cach decision which was taken had to be
justified by lcgal arguements. This applics 1o each case. Sometimes,
differcnt arguments wcre presented to justify different or cven opposcd
conclusions, becausc the nawazil were meant to serve as juridical manuals
for cases which had not been common, but which appeared as a result ol the
social mutations which characterised Andalusian and Maghribi socicty.

II. Religious relations

Malikism

Malikism, constituted the legal and juridical framework for religious
activitics in Al-Andalus. This school of law which was established in
Medina by its founder Malik Ibn Anas during the second century of the
Hijra, flourished in the Maghrcb and Al-Andalus during many ccnturies.
Many generations of fugaha’ contributed to enrich the development of this
school of law which was able to survive becausc of its ability to adapt to the
new  socio-cconomic conditions in both the Maghrib and Al-Andalus.
Malikism was not restricted to the original teachings of Malik Ibn Anas and
the (irst gencration of his disciples in Medina, but flourished in the context
ol the social development of Maghribi and Andalusian socicty over a broad
range of time. Of the numerous works by eminent Maliki scholars, of whom

* Abu ‘Abd-Allah Ibn Al-Haj. Nawazil lbn Al-Haj, Ms. Azarif Mosque, Sous, Morocco, Not
Catalogued, pp.48-49.

* Abu ‘Abd-Allah Ibn Al-Haj, Nawazil /bn Al-Haj, Ms. Ben Yousef Library, Marrakech,
p.160.
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the Abu-I-Walid al-Baji who lived during the cleventh century was the mog
eminent in Al-Andalus and of whom Al-Qadi ‘Iyad was the most prominep
in Morocco, the most representative work of Maliki scholarship is perhapg
Al-Qadi lyad’s bio-bibliographical dictionary entitled, Kitab Al-Madayy
wa-I-Masalik. This book studies the biographies of Oriental and Occident,j
Muslim scholars of the Maliki rite up to the twellth century. It is perhaps the
best rhetorical defense of Malikism produced the Islamic West. Jt jg
important to note that the huge number of Maliki scholars and juristg
contributed to the development and evolution of the Maliki rite of law as we
know it today. Malikism is in the final analysis the result of the intellectua]
contribution of numerous generations of scholars, especially Maghribi
scholars from Ifrigiya to Al-Andalus.

Malikism has been portrayed differcntly by diffcrent scholars. E,
Lévi-Provengal’s image of Malikism is that of an oppressive, stagnant and
reactionary official school of law which constituted a major obstacle to the
devclopment of free thought and progress in Al-Andalus. Yet, this
perspective is [ar from reflecting rcality. Here are some of the arguments
illustrating the importance of thc contribution of Malikism in Al-Andalus,
not only as a legal framework, but also as thc major intellcctual and spiritual
framework within which Andalusian society and culture devcloped in the
most universal scnse known during the medicval period.

Firstly, Malikism was an official rite of law during the Banu
Umayyad, the Taifa and the Almoravid periods, but it was also the most
popular rite in Al-Andalus, because the ‘ulama’ and (uqaha’ who promoted
it emanated basically from thc lower social classes. The State therefore
madc it official in order to associate itscll with the popular support of the
most dynamic school of law in Al-Andalus.

Sccondly, Malikism showed great flexibility when it succeeded in
adapting to thc social mutations of Andalusian socicty over the ccnturies
and this is clear fom the numerous works on figh an-nawazil by Maliki
scholars such as Ibn Al-Haj’s Nawazil where many cases are presented
related to social, economic and spiritual problems ranging from monctary
and urban issues to others relating to women and relations between Muslims
and Christians. The extraordinary mutations of Al-Andalus as a multi-
confessional society arc solidly documented by these works.

Thirdly, it was under Malikism as an official and most popoular rite of
law in Al-Andlaus those relations between the Muslims and the Christians
on the one hand and rclations between the Muslims and the Jcws in Al-
Andalus rcached the peak of pcaceful coexistence and mutual harmony.
Poets, philosophers, crafismen, traders and even ministers and official
envoys to other distant kingdoms included Muslims as well as Chritisians of
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Al-Andalus. They flourished within the legal and intellectual framework of
Malikism.

Fourthly, Malikism was also the framework of the educational system
which flourished in Al-Andalus. The Christians and the Jews developed
their own educational institutions, because religion was a fundamental
ingredient of the educational system, so that each confessional group had
the liberty to devclop its own educational system. However, Andalusians of
all confessions shared common education in non-religious disciplines
ranging from language and literature to philosophy and mathematics. It was
within the context of Andalusian culture that the intellectual promincnce of
Andalusian scholars of so many disciplines was not limited to Muslims but
included Christians and Jews. This was particularly true during the eleventh
century when the Taifa rulers opened their courts to scholars of diffcrent
backgrounds incorporating Mozarab administrators in such Taifa states as
Seville and Jewish ministers in the Taifa statc of Granada. Intermarriage
crosscd confcssional borders contributing to increase the trend of
cocxistence in Al- Andalus.

It is important to understand the general context of the intellectual and
cultural Al-Andalus to which both the rulers and the people contributed to
creatc a unique society where the thrcc religions co-existed, creating a
model which posterior generations failed to {ollow.

Al-Andalus was thercforc a land of mosques, churches and
synagogucs. In cities like Toledo, the old capital of the visigoth state,
Scville and Cordoba, mosques, churches and synagogues served the
rcligious necessities of belicvers of cach of the three confessions. It was
most particularly a land of Muslims, Christians and Jews where the majority
was Muslim, but where the minorities were able to {lourish and to contribute
to enrich the common Andalusian culture,

However, this state of affairs should not be seen in abstract and
absolutc terms. Conllict between the Muslims and members of other
confessions sometimes reached dramatic proportions, because they were all
human. These conflicts also existed between members of the same
confession. The important point to retain is not that Andalusian was
advanced in the light of modern criteria which are totally unrelated to the
historical context of the time. The fundamcntal issue here is that the nature
of the inter-rcligious rclations between members of Andalusian socicty did
not exist in neighbouring societies of Al-Andalus. Neither the Christian
kingdoms of the North, nor the Maghribi society in the South developed the
harmonious social and cultural relations that characterised Al-Andalus.
Non-Muslim minorities, cspecially the Jews lived in Morocco, but they
diflered radically [rom the situation in Al-Andalus becausc the degree of
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cultural sophistication attained by Al-Andalus was unequalled in the Islam;
West. It began to develop in the Maghrib following the fall of Al-Andaly
and the immigration of Andalusians to the most urbanised citics in g
Maghrib.

The cultural superiority of Al-Andalus conscquently had a strong
impact on the nature of the relations between the Andalusian Muslims apg
the Christians of the Iberian Peninsula, especially at the religious level witp,
its implications on the social and cultural levels. It is impossible for any
historian to discuss this issue without departing from certain vajye
judgements. The situation would appear differently when viewed from 4
Muslim, Christian or Jewish perspective, because each would concentrate
on its own criteria.

However, there is no doubt that Muslim-Christian relations in Al-
Andalus were unique [rom thc comparative perspective. The rights and
duties of thc dhimmis in Al-Andalus have been presented as unjust by some
Western scholars, but in the medicval historical context, the condition of the
Christians and Jews was privileged compared to the condition of the Muslim
in the Christian kingdoms or in the Andalusian cities after they were
occupied by thc Christians who immediately issued urban laws for
regulating the newly conquered cities by the conquerors. These laws were
called repartimiento and restructured the urban administration of the
conquered citics. Mcdievalists have studied the repartimiento of important
cities like Cordoba and Seville during the thirtecnth century and the main
objective was clecarly to administrate these towns where the Muslim society
in Al-Andalus would be eventually replaced by a victorious Christian
society. The Andalusians who were defeated had to choose between exile
and forced conversion. A new institution was crcated by the Catholic
Church, the Inquisition, which was a religious court thc main objcctive of
which was to supervise the sincerity of these new conversions and to try and
punish false converts by torture or the death penalty.

Compared to the Muslim society of the Maghrib, Andalusian society
was much more open and tolerant given the strong contact with the
Christians. However, the Andalusians paid a heavy price for neglccting the
military institution, which was weak compared to the Christian military
apparatus of the Christian kingdoms who threatencd them from thc North.
This neglect could perhaps best be explained by the fact that the
Andalusians built their urban culture without considering thc possible
threats from thc North or from the South, but these threats both became 2
reality when Alfonso VI of Leon and Castile conquercd Toledo in 1085 and
the Almoravids led by Yusuf Ibn Tashufin conquered most of the Taifa
states of Al-Andalus following his victory at the Baitle of Az-Zallaqa the
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following year. The disintegration of Al-Andalus was the result of a long
rerm process which consisted in the contrast between the civil orientation of
Andalusian socicty and thc mulitarization of Christian society in the North,
cSpecially Castilian society. This process was supported by the alliance
petween the crown of the kingdom of Leon and Castile and the Catholic
church. The political power of the kingdom of Leon and Castile was
qrengthened by its alliance with the Church which was enriched by its

ossession of large areas of land. The military apparatus thercforc had a

owecrful ideological mission to complete which consisted in incorporating
Al-Andalus. This was made possible because of the military organisation of
Christian society in the North where the posscssion of a horse and a sword
determined the social status of an individual. The extcrnal support for
Alfonso VI’s crusade included the participation of monks from Cluny and
Burgundy as well as the spiritual support of the Pope. With the conquest of
the Taifa state of Toledo, Alfonso VI had set the pace for the Reconquista
which advanced signilicantly with the conquest of thc most important cities
of Al-Andalus like Cordoba and Seville during the first part of the thirtcenth
century rcducing Al-Andalus to the Nasrid kingdom of Granada which
collapsed in 1492.

The political and military relations of Al-Andalus with its neighbours
are not sufficient to cxplain the unique development of its culturc and the
cocxistence of the thrce religions in a unique manner. For me, one strong
explanation for the devclopment of this historical phenomenon is the
continuous contact which the Andalusians maintained with the Mashriq.
The Andalusians adopted Arabic as their main language. All the Muslim
Andalusian scholars wrote their works in Arabic including such cminent
figurcs as the historian Ibn Hayyan, the philosopher and jurist Ibn Rushd,
the fagih Abu-1-Walid Al-Baji, the poet Ibn Zaydun or Al-Mu’tamid Ibn-
‘Abbad or the litcrary figure Ibn Al-Khatib. Contact with thc Maghrib and
the Mashriq increascd when Al-Andulus became part of the almoravid and
almohad states. The Chrisitans and Jews of Al-Andalus also wrote in
Arabic. Ibn Maimun is a good example. Further, many of the works which
were written in Spanish when this language developed as a written language
during the thirtecnth century werc based on translations from the Arabic
Andalusian sources. The Primera Crénica general de Espaiia which was
compiled by King Alfonso X and Sancho IV is an excellent example.

Along with language, Malikism was also imported from Arabia.
However, the Andalusians stood out for their incredible capacity to adapt
Cultural clements of the Mashriq to the conditions in Al-Andalus.
Consequently, Malikism as it developed in Al-Andalus to suit the religious
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and worldly needs of society were much more sophisticated and comple,
than Malikism in its primitive state during the period of Malik Ibn Anas.

Yet it is the development of a unique society in Al-Andalus with ,
unique cultural heritage and identity which marked the history of the
medieval period in the entire Mediterrancan area, both during the existeng,
of the Andalusian state and its posterity. The impact of Andalusian society
and culture on the minds of numerous societies across the Mediterraneay,
world has lasted for centuries and continues today. This universal cultyge
has marked the history of many societies across the Mediterranean worlq
Al-Andalus is so emblematic because it was a state and a culture, but most
important, it was a society which succeeded in transmitting its culture tg
posterity giving it a continuity which very few societies have known,
Religion was fundamental, becausc it touched every aspect of life, not only
for the Andalusian Muslims, but also for the Christians. Hence its
importance for understanding the nature of Muslim-Christian relations in
Al-Andalus.

I11. Cultural and Intellectual Exchange

Intercultural exchange between the Muslims and Christians of al-
Andalus were extremely prosperous. The Mozarab Christians of al-Andalus
formed part of Andalusian society, despitc their different faith. They tended
to concentrate in some cities, especially Toledo.

The most fundamental factor which explains the powerful impact of
the Andalusian culture on the Mozarabs is that they formed part of
Andalusian society. The Mozarabs lived side by side with the Muslim
Andalusians while maintaining their own cultural identity as a confessional
community. This peaceful coexistence of the Muslims and Christians of Al-
Andalus as well as the Jews, has been described by Américo Castro as
convivencia, which means living together in peaceful coexistence.

They were as Andalusian as their Muslim counterpart. To clarify this
situation, we could compare them to the Arab Christians in the Lebanon,
Syria or Palestine, who are Christian Lebanese, Syrians or Palestinians.
They shared many elements of Andalusian cultural identity. They spoke the
same dialect and used Arabic as the main cultural language. They were also
strongly inspired by the Andalusian Muslims in their art and architecture.
For example, some of the Mozarab churches in Toledo reflect similar
clements which can be found in Andalusian mosques. The simplicity of the
Church of San Lucas in Toledo is a significant example. The construction
materials consisting mainly of bricks and limcstone, the construction
techniques and the architectural structure of the church are similar to those
used in some mosques. The influence of Andalusian art is also clear in some
Mozarab icons, like those presenting Jesus Christ with a halo around his
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pead; wearing clegant robes like those used by the Andalusian caliphs. The
widespread use of Arabic as the most fashionable cuitural language led
Omc Mozarabs to composc poetry in Arabic, for which they were sharply
,.rlthlZCd by priests who considered Latin as the more proper language for
christians. During the cleventh century, cminent Mozarab scholars joined
(e court of Alfonso VI and only they could havc written some of his letters
addrc,s':.ed to the Taifa leaders like Alfonso VI’s letter to Al-Mu’tamid Ibn
:Abbad, king of Scville, asking him to surrender Sevillc to him.

The cultural and intellectual impact of Al-Andalus on the Christians
nside and outside of Al-Andalus was enormous, because the Andalusian
culture 18 one of the most sophisticated, unique and universal cultures in the
world. During the tenth to the thirteenth centuries, the Andalusian culture
was one of the most highly developed in the world, while the culture of the
Chrisitan kingdoms in the Iberian Peninsula was local and extremely
Jimited. Somc of the images of the Christian rulers of the eleventh century
in contemporary Andalusian texts present them reflect the cultural
superiority of the Andalusians visi a vis the crude behaviour of the
Christians. For cxample, In his Kitab al-Masalik wa-I-Mamalik, the
geographer Abu ‘Ubayd Allah Al-Bakri refers to the Galicians, meaning
Christians of the North, as {ilthy people who never wash with warm water
and change their clothes once a ycar, but who are terrifying warriors. [bn
Bassam describes a sccne where Alfonso arrogantly received envoys from
the Taifa rulers who brought him prescnts. Alfonso occasionally slept and
snored, before waking up to reccive envoys who presented him with
precious gifts from such prestigious Talfa kings as the rulers of Seville,
which he accepted while showing disdain. *

The military and political supcriority of the Christian kingdoms of the
North over the Taifa states in Al-Andalus formed a sharp contrast with the
cultural superiority of Al-Andalus over the Christian kingdoms. This
cultural superiority becomes clear, for example, if we consider that while
the Andalusians had developed the Arabic language as their official cultural
and religious language producing Arabic works of excellence in a variety of
fields such as the dozens of Andalusian poets and literary figures included
in 1bn Bassam’s literary anthology Adh-Dhakhira fi Mahasini Ahl Al-Jazira,
the Christian inhabitants of the North used Latin mainly for strictly rcligious
purposcs, while Spanish would not develop as a written language until the
thirteenth century with in such ficlds as historiography;

i Abu-1-Hasan *Ali Ibn Bassam Ash-Shantarini, Adh-Dhakhira fi Mahasini Ahl Al-Jazira, Ed.
Ihsan Abbas, Libya-Tunis. 1979, pp.165-167.
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The impressive corpus of literary, historical, juridical, geographical
agricultural, political, philosophical, sociological and scientific works which
were produced by such outstanding minds in the cultural and intellectug)
history of Al-Andalus as Ibn Hazm, [bn Zaydun, Al-Baji, Ibn Bassam, Iby
Hayyan and Ibn Al-Kardabus, had no counterparts in the Christiay
kingdoms of the eleventh century. During thc following centuries, the
names of intellectual Andalusian Muslim thinkers like Ibn Rushd known ip
the West as Averrocs and Andalusian Jewish intellectuals in the calibre of
Ibn Maimun known in the West as Maimonides. During the eleventh
century, while Andalusian historiography reached the peak of it
development, in terms of quantity and quality, thcre was no Spanish
historiography in the Christian kingdoms of the North. When the latter first
appearced during the thirtcenth century, it consisted to a large degree of
translations of Andalusian Arabic historical works. Even later works in
Spanish on this period are rare, and are limited to the Poema de Mio Cid and
the Primera Cronica general de Espana. This is not to deny the importance
of the

The cultural and intellectual impact of Al-Andalus was great, but it
can only be understood properly when placed in its correct historical
context. The Andalusian culture developed over the centuries in different
ways, but it always succeeded in standing out. There was interchange
between the Andalusian Muslims and the Christians both inside and outside
of Al-Andalus, but this was not a relationship between equal partners. The
cultural superiority of thc Andalusian Muslims was not only clear vis a vis
the Christians and the Jews, but also vis a vis other Muslim communities in
the Mediterranean world ranging from the Maghrib to the Mashriq. For a
multiplicity of reasons on which historians disagree deeply, Al-Andalus was
able to breed a unique culture which had a universal impact, not only during
the existence of Al-Andalus as a political and military entity, but even
during the centuries following its collapse as a state. The Andalusian culture
has been able to form an intrinsic cultural ingredient of the collective
identity of societies ranging from the Moroccan medinas of Andalusian
origin like Tetouan, Salé, Rabat or Fes, to societies in cities in Algeria,
Tunisia or Libya. The Jews of the Maghreb consider the Andalusian culture
as a part of their cultural and spiritual hcritage. The Christian inhabitants of
key cities in Andalucia like Seville, Cordoba or Granada and others in
Portugal like Mertola consider the Andalusian elements as an essential part
of their cultural heritage. From Tetouan to Granada, the traditions, cultural
valucs, the educational systems, music, cuisine, traditional arts and crafts,
intellectual production, urban development and architecture arc originally
Andalusian.
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